
Learning, Laughing, Loving at Family St Luke’s                Spring A 

January is behind us and whilst February and March may well yet throw some unpleasant 
weather surprises our way, it feels good to see the lighter mornings and evenings      
gradually appearing. Spring is not too far around the corner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Situated in the middle of the City centre, our school has always 
served a diverse and mobile population which makes it the        
wonderfully welcoming and  special place that it is.  

Your child/ children may well have been welcomed into our school 
mid- year or your child/children will know that some of their 

friends have left or new pupils have arrived and new friends made. The children deal with 
this brilliantly and as such your children and our staff ensure Hanley St Luke’s stands out 
as a beacon of compassion, tolerance and equality, preparing your children to thrive in our 
ever changing and diverse world. These last few weeks, however, have certainly been      
unprecedented as we have welcomed so many new children into school in a short space of 
time so that all our available places are now almost full! So lots of new friends to be made 
and lots new experiences to be gained. We welcome each and every one of our new arrivals 
to our school community. Some of our new families and indeed some of our existing      
families often need support with uniform so thank you so much to everyone who has been 
able to donate uniform to us- it has been greatly appreciated by all who have received it. 
We are however still in need of school sweatshirts or cardigans so any further donations 
of these would be most welcome.  

Thank you. 

 

New  

Arrivals 

Thank you so much to everyone who took the time to respond to this consultation.   

Views were really interesting and perhaps unsurprisingly, there was not total agreement on every question but     
certainly a good consensus in many key areas. You can read the full survey results by following this link: Click here  
From these results, we are now going to consult pupils and staff and will then be sharing the overall findings with 
governors so that any changes to our existing policy can be shared with parents well in advance of any changes to 
take place in September 2023.   

Thank you again to all who shared their views. 

 

TEACHER STRIKE ACTION 

You will be aware that 3 classes were closed to pupils on 1st February because of the NEU strike action. Obviously, we all hope that 

an agreement can be reached before the next planned strike action but if that is not the case, I will attempt to give you as much 

notice as possible if your child’s class is affected this time. Again, staff do not need to tell me in advance and school circumstances 

may be different each time. 

The next planned days of action are Wednesday 1st March and then 2 days together on Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th March. It 

may be that the impact on school will be different next time but I really cannot predict that at this stage. 

https://www.hanleystlukes.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Uniform-survey-results.pdf


Pupil News and Their Views 

We are encouraging children to add to a new display 

board in school called Pupil News and Your Views. Each 

week we display the Picture News theme for the week 

and children have not only been recording some of their 

reflections in class but have also been adding them to 

this central display board.  

Here are a few of the themes we have looked at 

through  Picture News themes  

You can imagine these questions generated 

lots of discussion but are always linked to 

British Values and  United Nations Rights 

of a Child charter.  

We have also asked pupils to write about an interesting lesson or visit that has taken place. 

 Here’s 2 about the choir’s trip to Young Voices: 

We excitedly arrived at the NEC to join the other 6,500 

children.  A chaperone showed us to our seats.  We were 

so high up in the arena.  Everyone practiced the songs 

with the amazing conductor, David.  Now, it was time to 

put our Young Voices tops on to perform to the audience.  

Our favourite performers were The Beatbox Collective.  

We all got to join in beatboxing and dancing.  Everyone 

had a light so the arena looked like a sky full of stars.  

We all had the most amazing time and even stayed 

awake on the coach back home. 

Hollie & Miss Moore 5S 

This year (2023) on 9th January some of 
the choir went to Birmingham to do a    
concert inspired by Young Voices. We went, 
so excited and didn’t know what to expect! 

There was a famous violinist,               
break-dancers, beatboxers and much more. 
We sung our hearts out and hoped we’d go 
again as we drove away on the coach. 

Chelsey 5L 

Do we throw things away too 

easily? 

Should men and women's 

sports teams be paid the same? 

Can you learn how to manage 

under pressure? 

How much control do influencers have 

over our choices? 



  

Running alongside our Picture News themes are our worship 

themes too. This first half term we have been looking at the 

values of Humility and Integrity. We have looked at giants of 

faith in the Old Testament which have included Daniel being 

tested and refusing to eat the King’s food because it was not allowed by God and showing 

integrity and faithfulness to those around him, more recently a series on Namaan, Elisha & 

Gehazi which contrasts obedience and gratefulness with greed and dishonesty. As always, life 

lessons for all are taken from our worship times together so that 

no matter a child’s faith or belief there is something relevant to 

reflect and act upon in our daily lives.   

  

We are very excited to have been accepted to be part of a 
government initiative to bring our school Wifi bang up to 
date and to future proof the whole school site for the next 
10 years! This would be way beyond the financial means of 
the school so we are excited to be included in this        
initiative. There is a high demand for both the contractors 
and the high spec parts required so work won’t be starting 
any time soon but we hope that perhaps by the summer  
holidays we might be next on the list! This will really    
benefit our day to day work in school and the children’s 
learning experience so we are very excited! 

 

I have continued to receive complaints from parents who feel unsafe 

walking around the school because of  cars parked on double yellows, 

on corners of  roads and bumped up kerbs making it difficult to walk 

on the pavements or cross the road safely.  I once again appeal to you 

all to park away from school and walk in. Permits for St Anne’s car 

park are available and there are no restrictions on parking currently 

down at the bottom of  Wellington Rd or on Commercial Street.  



 

WATER AND FRUIT 

SNACKS ONLY! 

Just as a reminder, please ensure your child only brings water to school to 

drink throughout the day and only fruit as a morning snack. Obviously if 

your child has a packed lunch then juice is allowed but please NO fizzy pop 

or energy drinks in a packed lunch. 

There also appears to be an increasing trend to bring empty PRIME drinks 

bottles into school as water bottles and this is causing some confusion as 

children believe they actually contain the PRIME drink which is obviously 

NOT ALLOWED. If there is any doubt about what a child’s water bottle  

contains, they may be asked to empty it and refill it with fresh water at 

school to avoid any confusion.  

A plain non -branded water bottle will avoid this confusion.  

Thank you.  

 

Remember we have FREE access to a brilliant app called SAFER 

SCHOOLS. 

This fantastic app is filled with all the information you need to 

know on social media and gaming platforms such as Roblox, 

Minecraft and more. 

It offers guidance to help you navigate important issues such 

as bullying, mental health and healthy relationships, as well as 

practical tips on approaching these conversations with your 

children. 

The Online Safety section will signpost you to help and support 

where you need it, when you need it, as well as up to date 

tips, advice and guidance on how to make your children safer. 

To download it, visit your app store and use the PIN 7440, or 

scan the QR code . 

7440 

Hanley St Luke’s 



Activities in Hanley Park 

Hanley Park is hosting a number of fun-filled activities for the entire family across the half term week, 6-20 February 

2023 sees RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch 2023 which brought local school visits to Hanley Park lead by our Park Liaison 

Officer to take part in the big count. 

 This half term we thought we would carry on the bird fun at our February half term activities.   

Magic Monday 20 February, we will be making owl masks and owl bunting, then on Wild Wednesday we will be    

making bird feeders. Rounding off the week on Fantastic Friday, art in the park you will have the chance to make your 

own Maria Prymachenko-inspired work of art! 

 After you have completed our activities why not see what birds you can spot throughout the park, if you are really 

lucky you may see our Tiny Tree Creepers around our wildlife garden. 

  All activities are free and run from 11am until 1pm . 



Celebrating words 

Our word for this half term is inclusive 

Meaning: If you describe a group or organisation as inclusive, you mean that it allows all kinds of people to belong to it, rather than just 

one kind of person. 

Word Aware 

As you will be aware, we are having a huge focus on language and vocabulary in school. This means that children are regularly playing 

games which involve words as well as learning a whole range of new vocabulary during the week.  

The most important thing to remember when trying to help your child is 

Have fun with words. 

It is about talking as much as reading and writing. 

When talking about words, use comments more than questions. 

So how can you get involved at home?  

Have a go at our game of the half term, What can it do? 

This is another game for journeys: one player calls out an object that he/she can see and the next person has to think of five things that it 

can do or can be done with it.  

For instance, ‘tree’: climb, chop, grow, fall down and absorb carbon dioxide. 

Book recommendations 

Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something that we strive to support in school. Remember that 

your local library in Hanley offers a fantastic range of books, all borrowed for FREE.  

Beginning readers                    Early readers                              Fluent readers          Independent readers 

World Book Day 

Thursday March 2nd 

As usual we will be promoting the love of reading in 
school on this special day. To mark the occasion as 
usual, children will be allowed to wear comfortable 
clothes they would enjoy snuggling up to read a 
book in e.g. pyjamas, dressing gown or leisure wear. 
Of course, if they wish they can also come 
dressed as character from a book but please note, 
no one is expected to buy ANYTHING for this 
day! 


