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Merry Christmas 

It has been great to be able to have our full programme of Christmas 
activities this year after 2 years of limits and restrictions! Hearing the 
children singing joyful songs and enjoying the fun and festivities to-
gether really is a very special time in school and it’s been 2019 since we 
could do it all and we’ve missed it! Our Christmas Fair started it all off 
and it was great to see the children so excited to see the stalls and 
prizes and a wonderful £1200 was raised to go towards the Christmas 
parties, presents and other special treats and activities over the year.  
Thank you to everyone who supported this event!  

St Luke’s Light Switch On & Church School Links 

Our school choir sang at St Luke’s church big light switch on the evening of Monday 5th December which 
was a lovely festive occasion for all with the church looking just beautiful with so many lights sparkling all 
around the church. The children sang beautifully and they were rewarded by a visit from Santa who gave a 
gift to all the choir members for working so hard with Mrs Clarke practising their songs. Thanks to all who 
supported this event and special thanks to all our friends at St Luke’s and the wider Hanley Team Ministry 
who support our school brilliantly with our monthly Coffee and Chat sessions which are proving very suc-
cessful. Rev Gillian is now a regular visitor helping out in school to get to know the staff and the children 
better which is just wonderful. For your information, you’ll find a programme of Christmas services 
throughout the parish at the end of this newsletter. 

Of course, Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without our nativity performances from Nursery, Reception 
and Key Stage 1 and our older children sharing the love and goodwill in their Christmas sing-along.  

 



 

 

 

 

We had hoped to be able to share with you by now that the DfE Advisory Board had con-

sidered our application to join Three Spires Trust at their December meeting. However, it 

seems there have been further delays and our application is unlikely to be considered 

now before February. However, life in school continues as normal as we are still working 

closely with everyone at Three Spires Trust and continue to benefit from a very supportive 

and productive partnership. We’ll keep you updated. 

 

It’s tough out there for many 
of our families and we know 
that over the Christmas holiday 
period things can become 
tougher for some.  Over 40 
welcoming spaces have now 
been established across Stoke 

on Trent where people can meet up, socialise, and 
potentially access support relating to the cost of 
living. 
  

A full list of welcoming spaces in the city can be 
found at https://lnkd.in/eHUNZ5fP 

 
The main website to access various support options 

is here: 
https://sottogether.vast.org.uk/cost-of-living-

support/ 

Uniform Consultation  

Quite aside from our plans to convert to an academy, we 

want to consult with parents to ensure that our current uni-

form is still meeting our families’ needs. We want to make it 

as cost effective and practical as possible going forward. A 

school uniform’s first job is to ensure that all children come to 

school wearing clothes that are comfortable and practical for 

school activities and that children don’t get distracted by a 

fashion competition when they should be learning. It also 

ensures that no child feels uncomfortable because they can’t 

afford the latest designer clothes.  A uniform, when worn 

correctly by all, ensure everybody feels included and part of 

the school community. Our uniform approach has been 

tweaked over the last few years with a number of options 

added to mainly make it easier for families during the pan-

demic but we’d like to simplify it to make it less confusing and 

easier to access. Any changes would be from September 2023 

and would be the uniform we moved forward into an acade-

my with, so there would be no further changes. 

Look out for the consultation link in the New Year! 

 

 

Celebrating words 

Our word for this half term is illuminate 

Meaning: make something bright or visible by shining light on it 
 

Word Aware 

As you will be aware, we are having a huge focus on language 

and vocabulary in school. This means that children are regularly 

playing games which involve words as well as learning a whole 

range of new vocabulary during the week.  

The most important thing to remember when trying to help your 

child is 

Have fun with words. 

It is about talking as much as reading and writing. 

When talking about words, use comments more than  

questions. 
 

So how can you get involved at home?  

Have a go at our game of the half term, Letter and category 

game 

Choose a category; it might be something like clothes, food or 

TV programmes. Then choose a letter. See how many words you 

can think of from that category that start with the target letter. 

For example, clothes starting with ‘s’: scarf, socks, sweatshirt. 

Can you work your way through the whole alphabet? 

Diary Dates 

School closes   Friday 16th December 

2023 

School re-opens Wednesday 4th January 

Coffee & Chat   Wednesday 4th January 
(from 9.00am in the Dining Room—all welcome) 

 

https://lnkd.in/eHUNZ5fP
https://sottogether.vast.org.uk/cost-of-living-support/
https://sottogether.vast.org.uk/cost-of-living-support/


 

New Road Markings 
 

Thank you to everyone who is now respecting the new School 
Entrance road ZIG ZAG markings at the top of Wellington 
Road. This is really helping to keep our school safe.  
 
It is illegal to stop on these markings and you would be fined 
if you were caught doing so. The same can be said for double 
yellow lines but the highway code allows you to stop to let a 
person alight and then drive off if you feel you have to come 
so close to school. However, it does not allow you to walk 
away from your car and leave it unattended while you walk 
your child to the gate. 
 

 A New Year Resolution? 
 

Just a reminder that we close the gates at 8:55 a.m. and chil-
dren need to be inside the grounds before then and ideally 
inside the school building by 8:55 a.m. Children do lots of 
important start of day activities as they arrive into their 
classes and those who come late miss 
out on this important practice.   
 
If you are routinely arriving late, can 
you try to change this for 2023? Thank 
you. 
 

Book Recommendations 

Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something that we strive to support in school. Remember that your 

local library in Hanley offers a fantastic range of books, all borrowed for FREE.  

 Beginning readers Early readers Fluent readers Independent readers 

Bear Was There 
by Sally Anne Garland 

 

Beautiful Black Tales 
from the Past by Can-

dice Braithwaite 

 

Grimwood by Nadia 
Shireen 

 

The Three Hares: the 
Gold Monkey Key 

 

The Lights That Dance in 
the Night by Yuval Zom-

mer 

 

Winter Sleep by Alex 
Morss 

 

Stoneywish by Joan Ai-
ken 

 

The Polar Bear Explor-
ers' Club by Alex Bell 

 



Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple: all 
you have to do is read at least three books between 1 
December 2022 and 20 February 2023. 

You can choose any books you like – fact books, fiction, 
joke books, picture books, eBooks, audio books – the 
choice is yours! 

Once you’ve read a book, add it to your website profile 
and write a review to let everyone know what you 
thought. 

Add 3 books or more to complete the Winter Mini Chal-
lenge and unlock a brand new certificate AND a limited-
edition virtual badge! 

Visit www.wintermini.org.uk for more information or 
visit your local library 

 

Advent Reflections 
As we have moved though Advent we have used our Advent wreath candles to think 
about the Christian message of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace that the birth of Jesus 
brought to the world. However, we also reflected on how we can all be instrumental in 
being bringers of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace to each other, no matter what our faith and 
belief. We have also looked at how God used ordinary people in the nativity story to do 
amazing things such as Mary, Joseph and the shepherds out in the fields. Simple ordi-
nary people but God chose them to be part of an extraordinary story. The children 
thought about how as ordinary people we can all be capable of much more than we imag-
ine if we put our trust in God’s plan for us and how we can all encourage one another to 
be the very best we can be! 

 

A Christmas Prayer 
Dear Lord 

This Christmas season please bring hope to those in despair. 

For those who feel unloved, grant them knowledge of your unconditional love. 

Please fill our hearts with the joy and peace of the season and through our  

lives to eternity. 

In Jesus’ name 

Amen 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk




 


