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So we come to the end of another really eventful and
challenging year with the pandemic really hitting us hard
again in the autumn and spring terms but the start of the
summer term did feel like we were getting back to
normal. It’s been great to hold all our summer events and
the weather has been quite kind to us too. ( pre heatwave!!) Sadly, we have
ended the summer term with a return of lots of pupil and staff illness be that
Covid or other lurgies, so I just hope and pray that everyone’s summer plans
are not affected and that much longed for trips, visits or holidays go ahead.
Here’s a photo reminder of some of the great events that have taken place
this half term:

What a triumph this was and
all the children who took part
really gave it their all! We
were thoroughly entertained
across the two nights of the
performance.

The Food Bank Trolley push to raise awareness
of the local foodbank charity in our area, set off
from school on Friday and thanks to some very
kind donations were able to send it off with a
healthy collection before it went its way around
the City. We have a Foodbank collection point in school and will hope to
make regular donations to the charity alongside our annual harvest collections which are always superb.

Well done children!

We are incredibly proud of our Y6 children
and very much enjoyed celebrating all their
achievements at their Leavers’ Assembly and Prize Awards last week,
which was a great success. We were even treated to a comedy
synchronised swimming performance on the stage and they shared lots
of brilliant memories! This cohort of children are the first to sit their
SATS test since 2019 and they worked very
hard and they took them in their stride. This
year the government is not publishing league
tables of results as clearly all schools and the
children in them missed so much of their learning over the past 2 years and
some schools were impacted far harder than others. We were certainly hit
very hard and continue to be so! So we are exceptionally proud of the children and the staff who
worked so hard to try and catch up on so much lost ground. However, none of that was at all important at the Year 6 Prom Party and tip to Cineworld where much fun and glitz was had by all and
were really great ways to celebrate all the children’s hard work. Well done and good luck YEAR 6 !
My thanks to Mrs Clarke, Miss
Mcnulty and Miss Jennings for
giving endless hours of
rehearsals in
their own time and rumour
has it they are already planning next year’s show!

At the root of all successful learning is the
ability to read and from that a world of
knowledge opens up. Over the last couple
of years we have totally transformed our
approach to early reading and the teaching of phonics and are
delighted with the rapid progress that our children are making. Of
course, all children develop at different stages and some arrive at
school with little or no English but the teachers and teaching assistants in school have been relentless in their drive to ensure all
children are making rapid progress and it’s been amazing to see
the children so confident and proud of their successes!

A massive “Thank you” to everyone
who came to our Summer Fair back in
June. With your support we raised

£1,233.12

SEPTEMBER UNIFORM

Academy Update
We now have outline approval to start the formal
consultation process to join Three Spires Trust and hope
to hold a parents meeting early in the Autumn term with
a provision date of Monday 19th September at 5:30 p.m.
More detailed information will be sent out at the start
of next term.

There is no change to our uniform, currently.
Children will still be expected to come to school
wearing their PE kits on the days your children have
PE lessons (not Reception as learning to change is
part of their curriculum).
Here again are the correct options for school PE kit:

Any tracksuit worn over the top should be black, dark blue or dark grey. Please no fashion big logos please the
plainer the better with only very small discreet logos if that helps please.

Summer Activties

This year we have

once again been able to offer a small number of
children meeting certain criteria a place on the
holiday club funded by the HAF programme and
supported by ASM Sports and staff from school.
However, there are lots of activities taking
place around the City that are open to all,
though either the SPACE programme or The
Hubb Foundation. See their websites for
further information.

Staffordshire Space | Space

What's On | The Hubb Foundation

St Luke’s Church News
Coming events during the summer
Messy Play 23rd July 1:00pm until 3:00pm
BBQ 20th August see church for details.

Our grateful thanks to the St Luke’s Church congregation
who very kindly made cakes to thank the staff for all their
hard work which was just lovely.– thank you to everyone!!

Goodbyes, Good lucks and hellos
We are saying a very fond farewell to Mr Whitehouse at the end of this term as he leaves to
take up an exciting new post closer to home. Mr Whitehouse will be sadly missed and we are
very grateful for all the time he has given to extra curricular sports and for bringing some exciting new
technology additions to our curriculum.
Mrs Jarvis, one of our Higher Level Teaching Assistants, is also moving on to work in a different role at another
school. Mrs Jarvis has been a wonderful member of our team and will be much missed by children and staff
alike but we know she will go on to make a real positive difference in the lives of the children she will support.
Good luck Mrs Jarvis and thank you.
Mrs Jones, one of our long standing lunchtime supervisors, has secured a post at a nursery setting to further
her career. We are delighted to have been able to support her placement as she worked hard to again the
qualifications to make this possible. Well done, Mrs Jones, thank you for all your hard work and good luck!

Good Luck for your new babies!
So we say a temporary goodbye and a huge good luck to Miss Hirst, Mrs Fern and Miss Tomkinson who are all
about to have their babies any day now! We pray for safe deliveries and healthy mums and babies! Miss Salt
is waiting in the wings for an October delivery so we look forward to seeing how much baby bump has grown
after the holidays!

We say a temporary hello to Mrs Murdoch who will be joining us to cover Miss Hirst’s maternity leave and has
already met the children and staff on several occasions and is excited to join the team. Mrs Talbot will be
joining us permanently to teach Y6 alongside Mrs Barlow and we are very excited to have her as part of the
team and draw on her years of experience as a primary school teacher. She has also spent time in school
meeting children and staff and is also excited to begin her new role. Mrs Mahmood, will join us towards the
end of September to begin the hand over of Miss Salt’s class to ensure a really smooth transition.
Mrs Grundy and Mrs Mellor, already working in school via agencies are working with us for another 12
months as is Mrs Williamson and we are delighted to have them all on board for another year.
So to all our new and not so new staff, we are delighted to have you on board!

They Deserved a Medal and They Got One!
What stars our Y2 were at their assembly to celebrate leaving KS1! They each got a certificate and medal and filled our
hearts with joy as they sang their hearts out! Well done Y2!

As you will be aware, we are having a
huge focus on language and vocabulary
in school. This means that children are
regularly playing games which involve
words as well as learning a whole range
of new vocabulary during the week.
The most important thing to remember when trying to
help your child is
Have fun with words.
It is about talking as much as reading and writing.
When talking about words, use comments more than questions.
So how can you get involved at home?
Have a go at our game of the half term, Alphabet game
One for the bus or car. Start with calling out ‘a’. Each player
then tries to spot something that starts with an ‘a.’ When
everyone has called out an item starting with ‘a’ you can
move on to ‘b’ and so on through the alphabet. For a quicker game use the letters of someone’s name.

Book recommendations
Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something
that we strive to support in school. Remember that your local
library in Hanley offers a fantastic range of books, all borrowed
for FREE. Remember to also get involved with the summer reading challenge Gadgeteers.

Our word for this half term is Citizenship
Meaning: Having respectful devotion to your

Reading Bingo
Reading bingo is a fantastic way to keep children motivated over the summer holidays.
You can print off copies via this link or search
‘Books for topics summer reading bingo’. Or
even make your own with ideas like:
Make a den and read inside
Read on a rainy day
Read a book that makes
you laugh.
Tag @booksfortopics in
your photos and use the
hashtag #SummerReadingBingo
to share your pictures.

