Learning, Laughing, Loving at Family St Luke’s

Summer A

It’s been quite a short half term but one packed full with events, from trips to Chester Zoo
for Year 1 right at the start, to Y5’s trip to Wolseley Centre this week and various visits to the
library in between. We’ve had PE enrichment days with scooter skills at the start of term and
Paralympic themed events this week, along with KS2’s first visit to Northwood Stadium in
preparation for our Sports Day next term and swimming lessons for Y4 and Y6. Musically, the
choir have been really busy practising for their performance at Young Voices in Birmingham
which took place last week (more on that further down). Our Summer Show rehearsals are
well underway with the children busily learning their lines and lots of songs ready for the big
summer show, Madagascar, after half term which we’re all looking forward to. Of course,
around all of that, we’ve had great learning opportunities for the children in school across
the whole curriculum with Y6 and Y2 knuckling down and taking their SATS tests this half
term too.
Well done children- we’re very proud of you all!
See more details about some of these events in the rest of the newsletter.

You’ll have seen bunting go up this week as we get ready for our Jubilee celebration on Friday! Children may come to school themed in red white and blue, be that a full on Jubilee
outfit, dress up as Kings, Queens etc or just some little additions, like red ribbons or shoe laces and a white or blue PE top- it’s up to you! It’s a day we want everyone to enjoy and feel
included so it would be great if we had sea of red, white and blue! Every child will receive a
lovely Jubilee bookmark from school which will complement the commemorative book the
DfE is sending out to every child across the country.
This is not a fund raising event, so no money needed!

We are getting ready for our first summer fair since summer 2019 and we’re hoping it will be a great community event to raise much needed funds for school. We’d love donations of the following to be brought in the
first week back after half term:

Chocolate

Bottles of drink alcoholic or non alcoholic

Good quality books

Good quality toys

Items suitable for a raffle

Bottles of toiletries

General bric-a-brac

Wrapped packets of sweets for Lucky Dip

Plants for a plant stall if we have any generous gardeners
In addition to the usual stalls and raffles we will be having our sports partners from ASM running fun games
such as penalty shoot out, frisbee golf and target games which should be lots of fun.
Get your wet sponges at the ready as SOAK the STAFF stand will be making a return with a few brave volunteers willing to get a good drenching. And yes, I will be one of them!
We'll have refreshments, including we hope frozen goodies such as tub ice cream and lollies. The plan is to
hold it outside on the playground that runs adjacent to Bucknall New Road so parents can enter from that
gate once all the children have been dismissed. If it rains? We'll decamp to the hall!
We hope you can support us with donations and/or by joining us on the day- FRIDAY JUNE 17th 3:30 p.m.

On Tuesday 17th June, our choir went off to the World Resorts Arena, in Birmingham to take part in the
Young Voices concert- the largest school choice gathering in the world with almost 6000 pupils taking part
from all over the country! The children were entertained by guest artists—The Overtones, Connie Talbot
and Urban Strides Street Dancers. The children's favourite songs were The Muppets, The Lion King Medley
and Sing from Your Heart!
The children had a fabulous time and did us proud with their enthusiasm and behaviour. Here's what they
had to say:

'It was amazing and fun and we watched beatboxers'- Yuxi

‘It was a very exciting experience and I loved it!' Lizzie
‘It was really fun and tiring. It was the best day of
my life!' Lola

'The best experience ever. I loved it!' Leah

You’ll know we invested heavily in our KS1 playground at the beginning of the year to support not
only active playtimes but also outdoor curriculum learning. The outdoor classroom is being used
regularly by the children and is a great base for our nurture groups and has made a massive difference to all of the children’s learning and play. Here are some pictures:

Looking Further Ahead

We are excited that our annual summer show can
once again return and tickets will shortly be on
sale for both performances on the evenings of
Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th. A bargain
price of £2 per ticket and children enter for free.
The entry tickets will go a little way towards the
cost of the licence and updating of our sound deck
which really is ‘on its last legs’. Look out for a message on Dojo for a message from the office after
half term.

As many of our end of year events have been cancelled for the
last two years, it has been an opportunity to refine what we do
rather than just ‘pick up where we left off’. As such with so many
weekly opportunities for the children to receive praise and prizes, the main awards events are now at the end of KS1 (Y2) and
the end of KS2 (Y6).
All children in Y2 receive a medal with some extra certificates for
various achievements and this will take place on Friday 15th July
at 2:30 p.m. as an opportunity to celebrate the end of their Key
Stage One years.
Y6 will be having a combined Leaver’s assembly and prize giving
on the morning of Wednesday 13th July which we hope will be a
really special time for all.

Future Sporting events
Having not been able to hold a traditional Sports Day for 2 years, we were eager for KS2 to have the full
stadium experience again this year. It has proved really difficult to book the venue, but we have managed it
at last and will be holding this event on Monday 4 th July and look forward to welcoming parents to the stadium to cheer the children on. The children had a taster experience on Wednesday 18th May to get ready and
we hope the weather is as kind for the actual event!
For our Reception and Key Stage one children, we have learned over the years that an off- site huge stadium
experience really isn’t the best for them so we are organising a special day in school run by our partners at
ASM sports on 6th July, which will be far more inclusive and less overwhelming! There will be a variety of
fun activities for the children to experience as they develop their all-round physical skills and we really are
excited to try something new. Sadly, we are not able to invite parents to this as logistically,
there isn’t room but we’ll post lots of photos and will review its success for the following
years.
Celebrating words
Our word for this half term is Truthfulness
Meaning: The quality of being honest and not containing or telling
any lies
Word Aware
As you will be aware, we are having a huge focus on language and
vocabulary in school. This means that children are regularly playing
games which involve words as well as learning a whole range of new
vocabulary during the week.
The most important thing to remember when trying to help your
child is
Have fun with words.
It is about talking as much as reading and writing.
When talking about words, use comments more than questions.
So how can you get involved at home?
Have a go at our game of the half term, I spy. Play the traditional ‘I
spy’ game. “I spy with my little eye something beginning with ...
(letter)”, or give it a twist by using categories or descriptive words
like this: “something coloured red/blue …” or “something round/
spiky/shiny/outside/inside that is …” or “something that is big/
beautiful/perfumed/growing/hot/noisy …”

Reading is the gateway for children that makes all other
learning possible.
We always ask that children read regularly at home as we
know this makes a HUGE difference. Please continue to
listen to your child read
and record this in their
reading records.
All children who read at
least 4 times a week will
be entered into a prize
draw to win a book
voucher at the end of
each half term. The more
you read, the greater
chance you will have to
win!

Dates for your Diary
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
& school closes for Half term

Friday 27th May (school closes 3.15pm)

School re-opens

Wednesday 8th June

School Fair

Friday 17th June (3.30pm)

Madagascar Show

Wednesday 29th & Thursdays 30th (7.00pm)

KS2 Sports Day

Monday 4th July

Year 6 Leavers & prize Awards

Wednesday 13th July (9.15am)

Year 2 Awards Ceremony

Friday 15th July (2.30pm)

Year 6 End of Year trip & Prom Party

Monday 18th July (Prom Party 6.00pm)

Nursery End of Year Celebration

Tuesday 19th July

School closes

Wednesday 20th July (3.15pm)

School re-opens

Wednesday 7th September

Book recommendations
Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something that we strive to support in school. The recommendations
for this half term all have a royal theme because of the upcoming Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Beginning readers
The Queen’s Hat by
Steve Antony

Early readers
Rapping Princess by
Hannah Lee

Fluent readers
There Once is a Queen
by Michael Morpurgo

Independent readers
Kings and Queens by
Ruth Brocklehurst

Zog by Julia Donaldson

King of Too Many
Things by Laurel Snyder

The Queen by Richard
Brassey

Billie Templar’s War by
Ellie Irving

You will be aware that we have been associate members of Three Spires Trust since September and this has
been a really supportive partnership. Governors have been really impressed by the ethos of the Trust which
aligns with our own vision and values and the support we have received. As such governors have agreed to submit an application to the diocese to request permission to start the formal process to become full members.
However, before any school formally joins a trust, there is a comprehensive consultation procedure that seeks
the views of parents, staff and all stake holders but we are not quite at that stage yet as we need permission
from the diocese to begin . I will of course keep you posted and very much hope we have good news to share
before too long.

St Luke’s Church News/Dates
On Friday 3th of June there will be a Jubilee Afternoon Tea at the church, go along and join them
for a game of prize bingo. £5 a ticket , children free but must be accompanied by an adult.

Dear Lord,
Thank you for our Queen and for her 70 years of service.
Thank you for her example of faith and duty.
Please bless the Jubilee celebrations around the country.
Please keep everyone safe.
Amen

