Learning, Laughing, Loving at Family St Luke’s

February 2022

I think we can safely say that January 2022 certainly made an entrance with so much going on in the news and all
of us having to contend with Omicron butting its nose in when it absolutely isn’t wanted! However, lighter nights
are creeping in and spring is not too far round the corner. So however tough the start of the year has been, there
are brighter days ahead, I am sure!

Year 1 had a great time when they visited
Hanley Library.
Year 2 had fun in class learning about equal

numbers and addition.
Year 5 enjoyed learning about the
importance of Celebrations.

Multi Skills Event at Excel Academy
Some of our Year 1 children have taken part
in a multi skills event at Excel Academy
where they were led by Young Leaders
demonstrating their expertise in many sports,
passing their knowledge and guiding them
through mini prepared activities. The children
learnt how to catch, aim at targets, work as a
team in small games, coordinate their movements and learnt how to be agile in many
events. It was lovely to see their confidence
grow throughout the festival - their smiles said
it all!

Safety
YouTube is a fantastic resource but unfortunately there are dangers with allowing children full access. However, alongside
YouTube Kids, they have now created 3 filtering levels which are:
Explore - for users 9+.
Explore More - for users 13+
Most of YouTube - all content excluding content marked as 18+.
The YouTube experience — managed by you — is for parents who decide their kids are ready to explore the vast universe of
YouTube videos. Comes with content settings, limited features, and digital wellbeing protections.
Click on the link below for more information about how to set it up:

https://www.youtube.com/myfamily/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA2sqOBhCGARIsAPuPK0h3gNmafc9FS-QlSOyubQdAUQuJHDXB77k10P3ItgRuuWB3bEBuRAaAvycEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds

Assembly and Worship Themes
During January we have looked at fresh starts, forgiveness and learning from our mistakes. We’ve looked at
the parable of the Lost Son and the stories of Noah from the Old Testament and the story of Zacchaeus
from the New. These stories showed how often we get it wrong but that anyone can turn away from wrong
doing and how the teachings of Jesus promote both repentance and forgiveness. No one is too far down the
wrong path to receive forgiveness, the love of God and to start again.
Our Picture News current affairs weekly focus have looked at a wide range of subjects from studying the
history of the world though science, learning sign language inspired by Rose Ayling- Ellis of Strictly fame and
whether it is right to judge people by their appearance with Chinese footballers with tattoos the hot topic of
conversation! Lots of great discussions linked to our school values and Bible teachings too.

In line with local and national expectations, it has been our priority to keep school running as normally as possible to ensure your children receive face to face education when they are able to be in school but clearly maintaining all our hygiene
and ventilation procedures in line with our risk assessment . We continue to offer remote education via the class Dojo and
have been able to provide IT devices to those parents who have needed them if children have been well enough to work
from home- although we know this often isn’t the case. Every day has presented a fresh challenge as we have had a high
level of staff absence due to COVID but the whole staff team has shown incredible resilience, professionalism and dedication to ensure that classes have been covered and the children’s learning has been able to continue, despite disruptions.
We are sad that we will not be able to hold any class assemblies this half term on the advice of Public Health and also that
visitors to school should still be limited but hope to be able to reintroduce these as soon as we can.

Reading is the gateway for children that makes all other
learning possible.
We always ask that children read regularly at home as we
know this makes a
HUGE difference.
Please continue to listen to your child read
and record this in their
reading records.
All children who read at
least 4 times a week
will be entered into a
prize draw to win a
book voucher at the
end of each half term. The more you read, the greater
chance you will have to win!

Word of the Month
January’s word of the month is contemplate

Meaning: To think about or look at for a long time.
To think deeply.

As you will be aware, we are having a
huge focus on language and vocabulary in school. This means that children are regularly playing games
which involve words as well as
learning a whole range of new vocabulary during the week.
The most important thing to remember when trying to help
your child is
Have fun with words.
It is about talking as much as reading and writing.
When talking about words, use comments more than
questions.
So how can you get involved at home?
Have a go at our game of the month, Word of the day
Select a word for the day and write it somewhere everyone can
see. This will work well with words that are sent home from
school. Everyone then tries to use the word in a sentence as
often as possible. The sentences must make sense and fit what
you are talking about. They can’t be random nonsense. See
who can use the word the most times and maybe have a prize!

January 2022

Reading for pleasure is so important for
children and something that we strive to support in school. Here are a few
recommendations of books you might find in school, in your local library or
bookshop, that we think you’ll enjoy.

Hanley St Luke’s Church—dates for your diary
Saturday 12th February, 2.30pm — Afternoon Tea and Prize Bingo
Sunday 19th February, 10.00am — Coffee Morning at 23 Cresswell Road, Hanley
Friday 25th February, 1.00pm till 3.00pm — Messy Play

Parent Consultations
March 7th

Year 5

March 14th Y1

March 8th

Year 6

March 15th

Nursery

March 9th

Year 3

March 17th

Y2

March 10th

Year 4

March 23rd Reception

18th Feb

Last day before Half Term
Charity Non Uniform Day
(Charity to be voted on by the children)

28th Feb

A text will be sent on Monday 28th February to
book your appointment. This term you will have
the opportunity to book either a telephone or
face to face appointment.

School reopens 8:45 a.m.

3rd Mar
World Book Day
Children can dress up as their
favourite book character.

