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Where did that half term go?!  

 

It’s certainly kept us all on our toes and been a little tricky       
managing pupil and staff absence relating to both COVID and    

general flu-like lurgies that have been circulating, but it’s really 
great to be back to something near normal and long may it continue!  

 

 



LOVE BOXES 
Many of you will probably remember that for years we                                                                             
have supported shoe box appeals and in more recent years have done this through the teams4U.com charity 
in partnership with St Luke’s Church. Obviously, we have not been able to do this for the last couple of 
years but are delighted to join with St Luke’s church once again by asking for donations of items from 
which we can make up boxes. There’s quite a 
tight turn around on this but in the first week 
back after half term we’d love it if you could 
send any of the items below: 

Toothbrush / Paste 

Hair accessories/
brush 

Soap/ facecloth 

Stationary/ paper 

Gloves/hats/scarf 

New socks/ underwear 

Soft toy/ game /puzzle/small rubber/inflatable 
ball 

Small musical instrument/ toy vehicle/ 

Sweets ( use by date no shorter than March 22)                                                            

                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

We received an update earlier in the term thanking us for our support but also bring-

ing some distressing news as follows: 

 

Thank you so much for your generous support of Jonathan in   

Mexico. 
We wanted to inform you that hurricane grace has impacted the area 

where Jonathan and his family live. The family are safe and well but sadly 
their house has been damaged and they have lost clothing and household 

items. 
 

Compassion staff have been able to supply support to help them through 
this difficult time. Some projects opened up their doors to provide shel-
ter for families who were in need and support has been provided in the 
form of food and hygiene essentials. Please be assured that Compassion 
will work to ensure that all of our children and families have access to 

basic necessities and medical care at this time. 
 

We would like to encourage you to pray for protection over  

          Jonathan, his family, project staff and the wider community. 

Our non- uniform on Friday 22nd October was always planned to pay for the contin-

ued sponsorship for Jonathan so thank you for your ongoing support of our charity 

fundraising efforts 

Church News 

We have been asked by       

St Luke’s church to let       

parents know they are     

holding a Messy Play      

afternoon on Friday 29th  

October 1:30pm  

Admission Free 

HARVEST DONATIONS         

Thank you again for your    

generosity. The local Foodbank 

took delivery of 10 large 

crates of dried and tinned 

good which we know will help 

those families in our local  

community who find them-

selves in crisis and it really is a 

simple and highly effective 

way of showing our school   

value of KINDNESS.  

Thank you. 

Thank you 

Keeping our children safe online 

As half term approaches your child may be spending more time 

online. Whilst the 

online world is a fantas-

tic place it comes with 

dangers which is im-

portant for parents to 

be fully aware of.   

To find out more about 

the apps, games and 

social media sites that 

your child might be 

using, visit https://

www.net-aware.org.uk/  

Here is an example of 

the information you 

might find: 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/


 

You’ll have seen from the planner that we hope to be able to hold on site 

Christmas nativities as normal but we will need to review this nearer the 

time (with some COVID secure measures of course) however we feel that a packed hall for a   

Christmas Fair really wouldn’t be a good idea. We‘re planning on some festive fun fundraising activities in school for the 

children to take part in and will let you know more details soon. 

 

 

 

You’ll know we have stopped sending 

letters for the vast majority of        

communication and have this term 

switched to digital consent for school 

trips etc which is working really well 

and saves so much time in the office. 

We hope you find it convenient too. 

We will be sending out a parent sur-

vey next half term which will also     

be digital so do look out for that! 

 

 

 

 

 

So that Y6 can be        

involved this half term, hot chocolate Friday will be held 

on the first Friday back after the holiday. Children are 

nominated for this award for consistently upholding our 

school values of                                                                 

HONESTY COURTESY KINDNESS PESERVERANCE AND 

REPSEECt                                                                              

and for keeping our school rules. 

This half term’s winners are:  Aleem, Hayden, Ibraheem, 

Umaynah, Karus, Fatoumata, Kirsty, Paige, Lucy,       

Jaycie-Mae, Eraline, Brea, Ibrahim, Steve. 

             Uniform  

 

      Plain Royal Blue T-Shirt     Plain White T-Shirt                        

 

 

             

 

                Dark tracksuit and as plain as possible 

Just a reminder that outdoor tracksuits 
should be dark and as plain as possible 
and underneath this the child’s T-shirt 
should be either plain white or royal 
blue.  We have a number of children 
still arriving for PE wearing general 
sports tops or football tops for PE which 
is not allowed and was only a short term 
pandemic concession last year. Plain 
white T-shirts are readily available from 
Primark or your supermarket of choice 
for low cost so if parents could ensure 
that after half term that the correct 
kit is worn that would be appreciated. 
Where children continue to wear the 
wrong uniform they will be asked to 
change into a school plain white top and a 
message sent home as a reminder.  

Thank you 

                                           October’s word of the month is Resourceful                      

Meaning: Having the ability to find quick and clever ways to 

overcome difficulties  



 

Worship and Assembly     

Themes 

 

During October we have looked at the values of Justice and Wisdom 

and learned that often the world can be an unfair place but we can 

stand up for what is right and try to make the world a better place 

for all. This covered lots of interesting topics such as protecting the 

environment and the benefits of cycling; sharing what we have with 

others; standing up for people who are being treated unkindly and 

being a good role model to those around us, to name a few. 

Here’s one of the prayers children were invited to pray or reflect on 

according to their own faith or belief: 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that in you we have the 

perfect role model.  We thank you for your wis-

dom, bravery and courage.  We ask that you help 

us to be courageous, to be the best version of our-

selves and to seek help when we need it so that we 

can all be a great community that supports each 

other.  We ask that you help us stand 

up to poverty, to discrimination and 

to injustice.  We pray that you equip 

us to become more like you.  

Amen 

 

NOVEMBER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

As you will be aware, we are having a huge fo-

cus on language and vocab-

ulary in school. This means 

that children are regularly 

playing games which in-

volve words as well as 

learning a whole range of new vocabulary dur-

ing the week.  

The most important thing to remember when 

trying to help your child is 

Have fun with words. 

It is about talking as much as reading and 

writing. 

When talking about words, use comments 

more than questions. 

So how can you get involved at home?            

Have a go at our game of the month, Category 

call out. 

On the bus or in the car, think of a category. 

You can choose any topic but here are some 

ideas for inspiration: ‘living things’, ‘things with 

wheels’, ‘things with circles’ or ‘things made of 

metal’.  

Work as a team to see how many things you can 

see in a set time, such as two minutes. Next 

time see if you can beat your previous total. 

 

Reading is the gateway for children that makes all other learning possible. 

We always ask that children read regularly at home as we know this makes  

a HUGE difference.  

Please continue to listen to your child read and record this in their reading records. 

All children who read at least 4 times a week will be entered into a prize draw to win a £5 book voucher at the 

end of each half term. The more you read, the greater chance you will have to win! 



 

 

 

On Friday 8th         
October the whole 
school took part in 
the Stoke Take 10 
challenge. Everyone 

got involved by watching a live author event and then 
by spending 10 minutes enjoying their favourite book. 

***************  

Why not give it a go over the 
half term break! 

        *************** 

 

Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something 

that we strive to support in school. Why not make it part of the 

bedtime routine too? Sharing a book before bed is a perfect way 

to wind down and to enjoy time together.  

Children are able to choose a book from our library to read at 

home but remember you can also borrow books for free from the 

local library. To find your local library visit 

www.librariesonline.stoke.gov.uk  

There are also lots of stories available to watch online such as 

CBeebies Bedtime Stories, available on iPlayer or via the CBeebies Storytime app.   

                                                                                                                             

This month we are recommending 

books from the Stoke 100 reads, which 

is 100 books that we recommend you 

read before you leave primary school. 

Find out more at https://

literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/

stoke-100-reads/  

 

 

As you will be aware, we are having 
a huge focus on lan-
guage and vocabu-
lary in school. This 
means that children 

are regularly playing games which 
involve words as well as learning a 
whole range of new vocabulary dur-
ing the week.  

The most important thing to re-
member when trying to help your 
child is 

Have fun with words. 
It is about talking as much as 

reading and writing. 
When talking about words, 

use comments more than 
questions. 

So how can you get involved at 
home?  

Have a go at our game of the 
month, Treasure hunt 

This is a great one for the journey 
to and from school. When outside 
go looking for things such as: 

• Objects that could be described 
by a particular word such as 
‘gorgeous’ or ‘shrivelled’. 

• Categories such as mini-beasts or 
things that need electricity, or 
things that are circular. 

• Particular plants or insects such 
as ‘vines’ or ‘ladybirds’. 

Draw, write or take photographs of 
these objects if you can, but above 
all talk about them.  

 

http://www.librariesonline.stoke.gov.uk
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/stoke-100-reads/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/stoke-100-reads/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/stoke-100-reads/

