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              Welcome to the September newsletter.                        
It’s been an interesting start to the term as we all adjust to the 

new requirements but lots of great    

thing happening in school too. 

 

                               We have been constantly developing 

our approach to reading over the last 

couple of years, accessing high quality training for all our 

staff. Of course, things have been more challenging to move forward since 

March 2020 but we have nonetheless achieved a great deal.  

In line with DFE expectations, beginner readers should only access a ‘reading 

scheme book’ containing the phonemes (single sounds made by letters or 

groups of letters) they have been taught and have mastered.  This means that 

for the lower year groups or struggling readers, your child will probably bring 

home a reading scheme book that they will be able to read easily. This is not a 

mistake but an essential part of the recommended process of consolidating 

recent teaching and just as importantly, giving your child a great sense of confi-

dence when they show off how well they can read the book! Alongside a very 

systematic approach to the teaching of phonics, your child is being exposed to 

the wonderful joy of stories and non –

fiction texts in school, enthusing them 

to want to work hard on their phonics 

so that the joy of reading ‘real books’ 

for pleasure becomes a life- long habit.  

So crucially, to support this, your child 

may also sometimes bring home a ‘real book’ that is meant to be read by an 

adult and to be enjoyed together. Look out for further updates about reading 

from Mrs Martin. 

 

This year we will once again 

be asking for donations for the 

local food bank. Our Harvest 

service will be held in school 

on Thursday 14th October but 

sadly, we will not be inviting 

parents to this and will also 

consider carefully the number 

of pupils in the hall at any one 

time as part of our ongoing 

live risk assessment of the  

situation. However, we’ll 

attempt to share photographs 

and snippets of the service 

where     

possible 

afterwards. 

Donations 

should come 

into school during the week  

beginning Monday 11th please

- dry goods only please. Thank 

you for your support. 

New Entrance Success      Thank you so much for                

cooperating really well with the new entrances around school 

which should be a permanent feature now and are so much safer. 

By the time you read this Bucknall New Road may be fully open to 

traffic and hopefully Wellington Road fully open too. 

Please  ensure you queue safely around the gates on 

Bucknall New Road and  Wellington road using the 

surrounding pavements.  



 

Parents Consultations 

We had great success with our parent 

consultations by    telephone last year 

and want to offer that as an option 

this year too. You will receive a       

message in the next   couple of weeks 

which will give you the option of    

selecting either a phone consultation 

of a face to face appointment. Of 

course, we may have to withdraw the 

offer of face to face if the case num-

bers in  school continue to 

rise and we are asked to put 

in additional measures. 

New Methods of Consent & Communication 

You’ll notice this year that if we need your consent for an activity or a 
trip that this will be sent electronically with a text or email link as we 
continue to seek the most efficient and environmentally friendly ways 
of running school. Dojo remains our key tool for communicating so 
please do check daily for messages if you do not have alerts on your 
phone. There are certain communications that we will always email to 
you so please ensure we have up to date phone numbers and email ad-
dresses. Thank you. 

     The Year Planner should be with 

you shortly but, of  course, things may need 

to change depending on the circumstances. 

Of course, Christmas will be here before we 

know it, but it seems highly unlikely that we 

would want to have a 

very crowded hall for a 

Christmas Fair if COVID 

cases are still high. How-

ever, we really hope we 

can do live performances 

of our Christmas nativi-

ties and will do our best 

to make this happen 

safely somehow. Visits 

and trips for the children only are going ahead 

as planned with Y6 off to Stanley Head the 

week before half term and various sporting and 

music events coming up shortly too. 

             COVID UPDATE 

Since writing to you at the beginning of term, it is 

clear that this term COVID is still very much with 

us with several cases in school. No one wants this 

and I’m sure we’d all like to just forget it and 

‘crack on’ with life as it was before March 2020 

but that is not possible.  As frustrating and inconvenient as it is to have to take your child for a PCR test if they 

have symptoms, that is still what must happen. Staff too are regularly having to access PCR tests when identi-

fied as a close contact of a positive case in school so the inconvenience is real for all. However, only by rigor-

ously testing and being alert to symptoms do we stand a chance of getting through the year without further 

restrictions being imposed on school or indeed our wider lives.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

As part of our COVID measures, we asked parents 

not to send in sweets or edible treats for the chil-

dren but instead to donate a book to their child’s 

class which will have a special label put inside to 

mark the occasion and gift. We would like this to be 

a permanent feature as part of our approach to 

healthy eating. Of course, children should be able to 

have sweets and treats sometimes and there’ll be 

plenty of occasions at home for this and limited spe-

cial occasions in school where this is possible. We 

know the children who have donated books have 

loved sharing them and seeing them on the class-

room shelves too. Good quality second hand books 

are of course, totally fine!  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

         September’s word of the month is           

Resilience 

Meaning: The ability to recover quickly from 

difficulties. 



 

Worship and Assembly     

Themes 

 

So far this term we have focused on the theme 

of COMPASSION but this has taken us on a wonderful journey of the         

Miracles of Jesus, the faith of the Apostles, International Days of Literacy, 

Democracy and Peace and British values and our school rules! The children 

have considered what it must feel like to be uprooted from your home as a 

refugee or when storms hit. We looked at what gives us hope when stormy 

times comes, whether actual or metaphorical and what hope means to    

people of faith. The following was a helpful reminder for all when times are 

tough 

 

 

 

 

The bible verse we used was Nahum 1:7: 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something that 

we strive to support in school. Why not make it part of the bedtime routine 

too? Sharing a book before bed is a perfect way to wind down and to enjoy 

time together.  

Children are able to choose a book from our library to read at home but re-

member you can also borrow books for free from the local library. To find your 

local library visit www.librariesonline.stoke.gov.uk  

There are also lots of stories available to watch online such as CBeebies Bedtime 

Stories, available on iPlayer or via the CBeebies Storytime app. 

This month we are recommending books from the Stoke 100 reads, which is 100 

books that we recommend you read before you leave primary school. Find out 

more at https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/stoke-100-reads/  

 

 

As you will be aware, we are having 
a huge focus on lan-
guage and vocabu-
lary in school. This 
means that children 

are regularly playing games which 
involve words as well as learning a 
whole range of new vocabulary dur-
ing the week.  

The most important thing to re-
member when trying to help your 
child is 

Have fun with words. 
It is about talking as much as 

reading and writing. 
When talking about words, 

use comments more than 
questions. 

So how can you get involved at 
home?  

Have a go at our game of the 
month, Treasure hunt 

This is a great one for the journey 
to and from school. When outside 
go looking for things such as: 

• Objects that could be described 
by a particular word such as 
‘gorgeous’ or ‘shrivelled’. 

• Categories such as mini-beasts or 
things that need electricity, or 
things that are circular. 

• Particular plants or insects such 
as ‘vines’ or ‘ladybirds’. 

Draw, write or take photographs of 
these objects if you can, but above 
all talk about them.  

http://www.librariesonline.stoke.gov.uk
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/stoke-100-reads/


 
 
 
 

As more and more schools in the city are part of multi- academy trusts, the support that 
the local authority can offer to schools like ours that are still council maintained, gets less 
and less. As such, over the last couple of years, the governors and I have been looking at 
available options to ensure our school does not lose out on essential school to school sup-
port that all schools need and also looking at future academy partners.  
 
I am therefore delighted to share with you that from the start of this academic year, we 
have partnered with Three Spires Trust as an Associate Member school. Under the associ-
ate membership scheme our school remains as a local maintained school and governance 
and funding arrangements remain unchanged. However, this scheme has been designed 
to      enable schools to benefit from collaboration and school-to-school support. Crucially, 
it also offers a ‘try before you buy’ period should the school wish to consider officially join-
ing the trust at a later date.  
 
Three Spires is a newly approved diocesan trust, looking to specifically support church 
schools across the diocese. It already has two Stoke on Trent schools as full members: The 
King’s High School and St Thomas’ Primary School, both in Kidsgrove. Here’s a few words 
of welcome from Emily Verow, the CEO: 
 
We are delighted that at Hanley St Luke’s you have made the decision to work alongside 
Three Spires as an associate member, and by doing so collaborating with a network of 
like-minded schools. As a Christian based Trust we are confident that you will benefit 
from working with our ‘family’ of partners whilst finding out what it is like to be part of 
a Multi Academy Trust. 
 
 

 

 

  

Important dates for your diary  


