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What a year!! I am sure none of us thought back in September that we
would have had a school year like this one or that it would end with so
much uncertainty about what the future now holds with cases rising and
many restrictions being lifted. But here we are after a year like no other.
I’d like to thank everyone: parents, guardians, pupils and staff who have worked so hard
to follow the rules, put up with the inconvenience and stress of isolations and rounds
and rounds of remote learning, Zoom calls, PCR tests and a raft of other measures both
in school and in our everyday lives. It’s been very tough for all and of course, it’s far
from over but let’s hope, at least, that the next school year can be somewhat closer to
normal! Having said all of that, being forced to do some things radically
differently, we have discovered some ways of working are actually better
and we’d like to hold on to them. See the next page for uniform, attendance, arrival and dismissal and other changes that that the pandemic has
shone a positive light on.
PLANTER COMPETITION
4 of our Y6 children worked together on our entry for the Stoke
on Trent City Centre BID competition to upcycle something to
turn into a planter. We used an old crate, netting and some sand
toys that had seen better days to create our ‘Fun in the Sun’
entry. Entries will be on display in Bethesda Gardens in the City
Centre for the public to vote for their favourites during the
Better World Festival running between 6th and 8th August.

September is also a good time to reset our expectations on
uniform, it being somewhat relaxed this last year to account
for the difficulties of sourcing the correct kit at times and the
financial burdens replacing out grown uniform mid-year.
However, that really isn’t an issue any more, so it is important we start the term taking pride in the uniform and
respecting the rules around it. To help families, there are a
few tweaks the governors have agreed for the next school
year to make it very easy for parents to comply with the
expectations cheaply and easily.
Reception & KS1
Royal/pale blue polo shirt with or without school logo (no
ties please).
KS2
Polo shirt as above or pale blue school shirt and school tie.
PE Kit
Indoor—Royal blue shorts, royal blue school PE top or plain
white t-shirt.

Children will continue to arrive in P.E. kits as it
saves so much learning time which now more
than ever we can’t afford to lose! The exception
to this is in Reception, as learning to dress themselves is a
key part of child development so from September only Y1Y6 will arrive in P.E.kits please.

Staff welcoming at gates fom 8:40 a.m. has
meant a much smoother start to the day and
also it’s felt like a safer dismissal from some of the gates
too, but not all! Obviously the rear Y1/2 gate needs to close
as the parking and persistent dangerous driving there has
caused huge issues, sadly, but gathering on the playground
worked far better from school’s point of view and safer, so
we are looking at ways of adapting this elsewhere around
school. However, before we can finalise our plans and
share them with you, we are awaiting a timescale on the
disruption to Bucknall New Road as this will affect where
parents are able to stand etc. So look out for videos, Dojos
and emails with the full information, if not in the next few
days, then over the summer before we return.

Outdoor—As above plus dark coloured tracksuit and trainers
For our full uniform policy please visit Governors-Policy-onSchool-Uniform-2021a.pdf (hanleystlukes.com)

Some assemblies and worship time can be really
effective if pre-recorded for use in class, again saving learning time in the gathering together of 400 children. However, we are also so eager to have the school join together in
the hall too as we’ve definitely missed the buzz of a whole
school celebration and praise.

Congratulations to Samantha in 5S for
coming up with the winning idea for
how to improve the school with a
budget of £300! Seeing how much the
children loved creating the planter and
how popular our gardening club has
been in the past, we thought this was a
great idea and hope that this will be on
site by September: Well done to all the children who
took part!

We think encouraging great attendance is super important but the certificates and rewards,
really reward good health and good luck, or worse, encourage sending children in with COVID symptoms, so we’re
happy for those to stay off the agenda for next year and
maybe for good. Likewise the annual prize awards. We feel
it’s important to celebrate the end of KS1 and the end of
KS2 with special awards ceremonies but for everybody else,
we want to encourage lots of celebration and awards
throughout the year, rather than each year disappoint so
many children who weren’t selected. Look out for more
“positive praise postcards” next year!

Remember to check out our Class
Dojo school story and our Facebook
page for lots of recommended
reads and activities that you
can get involved with. Don’t forget to ‘like’ our posts and
let us know what you think of our suggestions etc.

So those are a few things which we will change but we will
keep under review and refresh our school practices as we
go through the year, adapting to the new situation we find
ourselves in as the pandemic continues.

Reading for pleasure is so important for children and something
that we strive to support in school. We have recently invested in a
range of new books for our library which we hope you’ll enjoy.
Here are also a few recommendations of books you might find in
school, in your local library or bookshop that we think you’ll enjoy.

Words for Life
Looking for an activity? Need
some inspiration for things to
do? Take a look at the fantastic website Words for Life
at www.wordsforlife.org.uk
Just select your child’s age,
the type of activity you are
after and it will give you a range of activities. You can search for activities that
encourage children to chat, play, read, watch, listen, write and make.
Story Quest in Stoke
Need an activity over the summer which gets
you out and about, exploring the local area?
If so, sign up to Story Quest
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/stoke/story-quest/
Answer a few questions and you will get access to a range of stories
based in different parts of Stoke.
Story Quest is an exciting story trail which will guide you around local
outdoor spaces. You will then be able to complete physical and
written challenges, meet local celebrities, discover fascinating facts
and travel through time to uncover local history.
There are stories based at Middleport Pottery, Ford Green Hall, Central Forest Park, Tunstall Park, Burslem Park,
Westport Lake, Burslem Town Centre, Tunstall
Town Centre, Hanley Park and Chatterley
Whitfield Colliery. So, what are you waiting for,
get exploring...

Rewind back to 2nd July and we were celebrating
Word Day! There were some simple but also some
creative outfits from children and staff alike, all of
which really made people think about what words
could be being described. Mrs Williamson was nutritious, Miss Franklin was festive and Mrs Moore was
sweetheart, to name but a few.

Well done to everyone for joining in and allowing us to focus on the rich and
varied vocabulary which we find in our world. I hope you will
continue to be inspired, intrigued and curious about language!
p.s. I learnt that the little dot on top of
an i or j is called a tittle!

First day of Autumn term
commences on
Thursday 2nd September

October Half term starts on
Monday 25th October, children
return to school on Tuesday
2nd November

A prayer to end the year:
Dear Lord,
Thank you for being by our side though all the
challenges of the year.
Please be with all of those children and families
who are
moving on to new schools.
We pray you will bless our school community
through the holidays and keep us safe.

We thank you for all the blessings we have received
despite the hardships.
Please hear our prayer,
In Jesus’ name, Amen

A full list of holiday dates can be found on our
school website Term Dates - Hanley St Luke's
(hanleystlukes.com)

Look out for the video of the mini concert our
Y4,5,& 6 performers have put together which
goes live on Dojo this week!
Thank you to all the pupils and staff who
worked so hard in and around
isolations to make this happen.
Well done!!

“This is my command—be strong and courageous!
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your
God is with you wherever you go”.
Joshua 1:9

