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November started with fireworks and then continued to be quite an explosive month with the
challenging effects of positive cases in school and in family households. However, with a tremendous team effort (and a much reduced one at that), we were able to quickly implement
our Remote Learning Policy and ensure that all children had access to appropriate home
learning material and also provided essential food parcels to anyone eligible for free school
meals. I have been so impressed by the amount of work some of our isolating children have
been able to complete each day and upload to their portfolios and equally impressed by the
dedication of the staff in supporting and celebrating their pupils’ work. We know how hard it is
for parents when your children are at home so a great big thank you to everyone who has
found themselves in this situation and worked hard to keep your children learning- thank you.

We were absolutely delighted that our Y4 children came
4th overall in the City wide Times Tables Rock Star competition scoring a massive 245,325 points ( 1 point for
every correct score entered in the week of the competition) and a school average of 4,304 points per pupil participant. That’s a whole lot of correct times tables!! Well
done to all Y4 who took part. Particular well done to
some individual high achievers who came in the top 50
of pupils across the city:
Adam - 49th
Lorenzo - 12th
Mussie - 10th
Roman - 8th
A similar competition will take place later in the academic year in the spring for Y5 and Y6 pupils so look
out for details.

TTRS and Numbots:
Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) and Numbots are both
great ways for your child to improve their fluency with
times tables and addition and subtraction number facts.
Numbots can be found on
the TTRS website and the
password is the same for
both.

So far this term we have raised a whopping:

Compassion UK: £288.21
Royal British Legion: £86.35
Children in Need: £342.00
Some children in Y6 wrote a letter to Jonathan, the little Mexican
boy, we sponsor through Compassion UK and sent our love to him.
Thank you children!

Our letter to Johnathan:
Dear Jonathan,
We have been really happy to support you through these challenging times, especially in the run up to Christmas. We are especially happy that we have been able to help you and we will
continue to do so during this pandemic and beyond. We hope
that we have made a big difference in your life and we hope that
you will have a marvellous childhood to remember.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas.
Love from
Bethany, Leah, Adama, Aiden and
all of the children from Hanley St
Luke’s Primary School.
p.s Thank you for the lovely letter
that you sent us.

We are working hard to make sure that the children still experience
the joy of the season even though things can’t operate as normal.
You’ll receive information from your child’s class teacher about the
events that your child’s class will be taking part in such as class parties
and a short Christmas video for parents to enjoy. We also have it on
good authority that Santa will be Zooming in from the North Pole so
we’re all rather excited about that!
We are just finalising our plans for Christmas lunches and have had to
run them over two weeks to ensure we don’t pop any bubbles but give
our children a lovely time together. Each class will get the chance to
enjoy a Christmas Lunch with their class mates and their teachers with
the tables set out for the full festive experience. It’s always a lovely
time together and we are determined this year will be no different.
Here’s the time table:

Year group

Christmas lunch

Rec

08.12.2020

Year 1

08.12.2020

Year 2

08.12.2020

Year 3

15.12.2020

Year 4

15.12.2020

Year 5

16.12.2020

Year 6

16.12.2020

Please note that on days when the Christmas lunches are happening,
then other classes will be having picnic bags in their classrooms.

Year 1L children have been taught from September by Mrs Mckay
who has been covering Miss Salt’s maternity leave. Mrs Mckay
has become a wonderful part of our team and we will be very sad
to see her leave on Wednesday 9th December but I am sure we
will see her around from time to time for supply cover around
school. Thank you Mrs Mckay! We are, of course, absolutely delighted that Miss Salt will be returning back to her post on Monday 7th December and very grateful that we have been able to
organise three days of hand over between Mrs McKay and Miss
Salt which will be very helpful for both children and staff I’m sure.

We are delighted to be taking part in this
initiative we heard about which aims to
bring some joy to the hearts of residents in
local care homes. Children from y1-y6 are
writing letters and drawing pictures of
thanks, love and support to residents and to
the staff in local care homes to spread some
Christmas joy at this difficult time for
many. The six care homes involved are very
excited we have made contact with them
and have worked with us
to ensure that delivery of
letters etc can be entirely
Covid secure. A little
Christmas love going a
long way!!

You’ll be aware that next week for Years 1,2,4 & 5
we are operating in class bubbles so that if we are
unfortunate enough to have any more cases in
school, we hope that fewer families will be impacted. However, it really is important that every
family follows the rules of not sending children
into school if anyone in your household has
symptoms and to get a test.

In times of trouble, which we are all going
through right now and some more than others,
these words from scripture may be of comfort.
When all around us seems to be against us,
these words show us that God still love us and
cares for us, even in our darkest days:

' For I am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” —Romans 8:37-39

We couldn't let the November newsletter go by without giving one of our wonderful lunch time supervisors, Mrs Bowyer, a
special mention. Mrs Bowyer has finally and reluctantly decided to hang up her overall and say goodbye to the job she absolutely loves- supporting the children over lunchtime. Mrs Bowyer has worked at the school since 2006 and is well loved by
pupils and staff alike; she'll probably never forgive me for sharing this, but she's not too far off being an octogenarian but a
very glamorous one at that! Happy retirement Mrs Bowyer from all of us! You will be much missed!!

