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I’d like to start by reiterating our Facebook message and wishing all our families a Happy New Year!
As is always the case in January, the start of a brand new year and indeed, new decade, offers much promise and often we set ourselves new goals or resolutions which can be a real motivator for positive change.
Well done if you’re still standing firm on yours! Sometimes though, a few weeks in, we find things don’t go
to plan and our best intentions are no longer on a solid footing as life tries to knock us off balance, sometimes just with a little tremor and at other times the effects are more seismic. So if your year hasn’t
started off as you’d hoped and planned, you’ll not be alone and it is really important that you seek out support to help you get back on solid ground. If you feel school can be part of that support then please do contact us as we are here to help our families wherever we can.

Just before the end of term we surveyed our KS2 pupils with a specific focus on behaviour and wellbeing. Whilst some pupils clearly take this kind of exercise more seriously than others, the results were really interesting and help us to refine our
practice and respond to the pupils’ views wherever we can. A couple of the questions clearly confused the children as to
whether they needed to answer with a full smiley face or a full on scowl, so we’ll word those differently next time as we
know they’ve been interpreted differently ( questions 11 & 14). The full results can be found on our website but a few key
findings here:
The vast majority of pupils felt their teachers are fair in the way they treat pupils and they could talk to them about
anything.
Children at this school really want to do well in their work.
Our new Recognition board as part of our updated Behaviour Policy is very popular.
Pupils are quite honest when they realise their behaviour might need to improve!
Here are a selection of comments made by the children:
Some positives
I love this school so much. I would rather go to school on weekends too! We have the best teachers in the world and I
love every lesson too. (WOW!)
The teachers are very fair and kind and if you have a problem you can talk to them.
I think the teachers do a great job of teaching children.
My teachers are very friendly. I always feel welcome in my class.
I like being in this school because the teachers are kind and teach us what is right and wrong.
I like the over and above board. If I get on it I am proud.
I enjoy being at school. Sometimes my class hasn’t got the best behaviour but we try. (Keep at it!)
Some areas to reflect on or action
Fix the climbing wall (When funds allow it will be)
I love school. I hate it when people waste learning time. (So do we so action is taken)
I would like to add more activities on the yard. (There are lots already but we’ll discuss at School Council)
I like to stay in at playtime and read. (Children need exercise and fresh air but we’ll look at this as a possible option
sometimes)
I like to have discos because they are fun, enjoyable and a time to have a laugh with your friends. (Not all children
agree but we will look into when we can hold the next one).
I love our school rules but I think there should be more achievements (Under discussion)
I think our behaviour is good in class but outside it’s not good because people start to argue
about who’s on and who’s not (Very perceptive and we spend much time trying to address
this).
More KFC and chicken curry and playtime (Nice try!)
Taking into account all of the pupils’ responses which was the final piece of the jigsaw, we have now
finalised our Behaviour Policy which we have been refining since September with very positive results seen across the school. You can find the full policy here: Behaviour Policy

Feedback from Brighter Futures following our
Christmas Appeal
I have received verbal feedback from the manager of the
hostel who were overwhelmed to receive our donation of
£304.72 which was far in excess of any donations they
usually receive. The toiletries are already benefitting
those adults who take refuge from the streets in the
room set aside for them for which no funding is received.
I am told staff are really excited to be able to have a sizable donation to spend and they will let me know how
they have decided to spend it in due course. Thank you
again for your support - it has made a real difference to
local people in need.

Compassion UK
As part of the work of the School Council, we have
been discussing charitable giving and we have decided
to take on a big commitment by sponsoring a child
through Compassion UK. It will be down to the School
Council (with some support, of course) to raise the
funds (currently £336 per year) as this is a commitment
throughout the child’s school life and not just for one
year. The children voted on which country they would
like the sponsored child to live and the winning choice
was Mexico, which is nice as it will give us a real link to
a Spanish speaking country and will therefore help the
children’s wider learning. Here’s the link to the website
if you’d like more information:
https://www.compassionuk.org/about-us/
We’ll share details of the child when this has been finalised.

May and August Bank Holiday 2020
The first bank holiday in May is usually the first Monday
but this year is had been moved to FRIDAY 8th to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day.
The second one to note is that the August bank holiday,
always the last Monday of the month, is Monday 31st
August this year. However, term dates for school are set
by the council starting the 1st of September so the day
after the bank holiday (it’s been a while since it’s fallen
like this). We always start the year with INSET days for
staff and 20/21 will be no different, meaning pupils will
need to return to school on Thursday 3rd September so
within the bank holiday week. However, this still allows
families to have an extended bank holiday break.

Attendance
We would like to introduce you to our new Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) Michaela Hill, who will be working closely
with the school to improve our attendance.
Here are our attendance percentages to date:

Parking
We’re only just into 2020 and yet we have had two complaints
from parents already re unsafe driving around school from parents
as follows:
. Bumping up the kerb onto the pavement almost knocking a
child over outside the reception gates on Wellington Road
. Blocking the pavement by the old infant school forcing children
and adults to walk into the road
. Reports of children travelling to school without car seats/ seat
belts
We are always happy for parents to tell us about these incidents so
we can flag them up in our communication to parents but it would
also be helpful if those parents who witnessed the incidents / were
effected by them phoned 101 to report them too. School cannot
report third hand accounts.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Nursery 89.80% Reception 93.86% Year 1 95.20%
Year 2 96.01%

Year 3 96.12%

Year 4 95.60%

Year 5 93.50% Year 6 95.15%

Our aim is 96% and above
FOOTBALL NEWS!!!
Well done to those who represented our school football team in the Hanley School League at Northwood
Stadium. They finished in a very creditable 4th position and only lost two games all season, each by the
odd goal. These losses were against the teams that
finished in the top two places in the league too, so the
team should be very proud of their efforts. We would
also like to thank them, not only for the quality football skills that they demonstrated, but also for the
values of teamwork and sportsmanship that were in
evidence each week. They set an excellent example
and represented our school superbly.

Also, a big thank you to those who came along to support us in all weathers - it was much appreciated!

There continues to be a strong focus on reading in school and a recent review by the local authority praised the
improvements made over recent times. We also continue to ask for your support in making reading a priority in
your child's education. Success with reading supports all areas of the curriculum so we ask that you continue to
support your child at home and complete their reading diaries on a regular basis.
Our expectation is that children read at least 4 times each week - those that do are rewarded with an extra playtime. We do not feel that this is too onerous and in fact, we would encourage reading every day! Practice makes
perfect - this is certainly true but it also breeds confidence and supports the progress that your child makes in
school, not just in reading but in every other subject. Please read with your child as much as possible - their homeschool reading book is part of a structured scheme which covers all of our year groups in school. Take advantage
of the questions and activity ideas which feature on the inside covers of the books in order to help your child's
progress. Reading is not just saying the words on the page - it's understanding what has been read that is so important.
Children are also welcome to access other literature at home and such reading can be included in their reading
diaries. Each child in school also has access to Bug Club - an interactive online reading resource. Use of the books
which have been allocated to your child also counts towards their reading expectations and can be included in
their diary. Children will also earn online rewards through this system as they complete the books and the questions within them. If you are unsure about how to access Bug Club then please speak to your child's class teacher
or Mr Killeen.
We have further plans to promote reading in school and to support parents too. As the weather improves each
class will be visiting the local library where each child will have the opportunity to join and take part in a reading
workshop. We also plan to provide parental sessions to support yourself and your child. These will take place in
the next half term so keep a look out for a Dojo message with the details.
Thank you for supporting your child's reading.

Children in Y5/6 met during the autumn term during a lunch time club with Mrs Critchlow to learn all about farm
machinery and levers and pulleys which culminated in an entry for the take part Farmvention competition organised by the National Union of Farmers. They came up with the Cropinator and went through a rigorous design
and evaluation process before submitting their design. Well done children and good luck!

