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Across school and nursery we’ve held 6 nativity performances, including a Higgledy Piggledy Stable, a Lights, Camera
Action disco theme and a Stable Story. All of them absolutely wonderful, with children clearly loving singing the songs and
dressing up in their costumes and of course, all of them celebrating the good news of the birth of Jesus as the central
message of Christmas.
Thank you to all parents, relatives and friends for supporting the children and cheering for them!
Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas without a nativity!

Thursday morning is our attendance certificate
assemblies with Reception and Key stage 1 at
9:00 a.m. and Key Stage 2 at approximately
9:30 a.m. Parents are welcome to join us too!

We’ve also held our Year 1 and Y2 craft sessions and have our last one on
Monday morning for our Reception children and parents. There’s lots more
still to come as we prepare for the final count down. We have already sent
information out about the Christmas lunches next week but here’s a
reminder of the days and the week’s events:

Tuesday 17th : Christmas lunch for Foundation Stage and Key Stage one
( KS2 Christmas party in afternoon)
Wednesday 18th : Christmas lunch for Key Stage two
(Nursery, Reception & KS1 party in afternoon)
On the day your child is Not having their Christmas lunch in the dining
room, they will be in the hall eating either their own sandwiches or a
festive picnic bag if they usually have school lunches which will then lead
into their Christmas party in the afternoon. This is so we can allow longer
in the dining room for each class to enjoy their lunch with their friends and
staff and works well for the parties that follow afterwards.

Children can wear their own clothes on their Christmas party day.

On Thursday afternoon at 2:30pm it is
our Key Stage 2 Christmas Carols event
where the children will be singing a
variety of Christmas songs to entertain
you. Children may bring a Christmas
jumper or some Christmas related embellishments to change into/ wear for
the afternoon e.g. tinsel, Christmas
headbands etc. We’ve not ticketed this
event this year so hopefully there will
be room for everyone who wants to
attend but this will mean that we are
unlikely to have room for pushchairs in
the hall itself. However, if you need to
bring a pushchair, it can be placed in
the library or in the corridor as long as
we are able to keep exits clear in case
of an emergency. Thank you for your
cooperation. Doors will open at
2:10pm.

And finally on Friday, the whole school will come together for our end of term service at 9:00 when we
will celebrate together the Christmas season, give thanks for the term that has passed and the forthcoming holidays. We will be joined by Rev Shelley which is always a lovely treat! We have limited seating
for parents but usually, there’s room for everyone who wants to join us. It is a normal uniform day.
The rest of the last day will be spent in a variety of ways depending on your child’s Key Stage:
Nursery children will be making a North Pole Breakfast for Santa followed by lots of Christmas related
fun and activities.
Reception children will be enjoying decorating gingerbread men and will be enjoying hot chocolate and a
festive film as well as a variety of Christmas related activities.
Key Stage one will be having their Big Screen Cinema Experience in the hall with mats and cushions and
some festive treats followed by a range of Christmas learning activities.

Key Stage 2 children will stay with their class or year group to enjoy various Christmas related quizzes,
crafts and learning activities and generally enjoy being together with friends, staff and class mates at
this special time.

Attendance and Sickness update
With winter sickness bugs rife across the city, we have not escaped in school, which has of course, hit our attendance figures because
it is really important that if your child has a sickness bug that they do not return to school until they have been clear of symptoms for
48 hours. This is Public Health England advice to limit the spread of infection which we’d respectfully ask all parents to adhere to. Genuine medical reasons for absence such as this will always occur, which is one of the main reasons why we do not authorise leave of
absence in school time for anything other than exceptional circumstances. Your child’s attendance can still be very good with several
days of illness across the year, if your child does not have any unauthorised leave.
Here are the year group attendance figures at the end of this week: Our Target is 96%

Nursery 87.93%

Reception 93.69%

Year 1 95.89%

Year 2 96.19%

Year 3

Year 4 95.65%

Year 5 93.30%

Year 6 95.16%

96.08%

We know the Christmas season isn’t always the sparkly happy
occasion for families that the adverts would have us believe
everybody enjoys. Life can be financially tough; illness can strike;
families can fall out and sometimes folk just feel alone.
We thought it might be helpful to share these support phone
numbers should you or anyone you know be struggling over the
festive season.
Mental Health Access team 24 hour service – 0300 1230907
Samaritans 01782 116123
http://youngminds.org.uk – has a parents section for advice
www.changes.org.uk – Changes Health & Wellbeing North
Staffordshire offers advice for both young person and adults.

If you have any concerns about the safety and wellbeing of a
child over Christmas then please telephone the Stoke Safeguarding Referral Team on 01782 235100

You’ll be aware that this year we decided to
‘call time’ on our traditional Grandparents’
Christmas Meal which was a lovely occasion
but involved a lot of time and cost to school,
despite generous donations from those who
attended. We thank all those in our community who have supported this event over the years and hope
in the future to be able to hold an alternative community/ family
meal. However, this year we have instead dedicated our efforts
to meeting a growing need locally in supporting the homeless.
Staff have been donating many essential items, along with those
generously brought in by parents so that we can hand them over
to the charity Brighter Futures on
Monday 16th December. Thank you
for your support for this appeal
which will make a real difference to
the lives of those most in need
locally.

Christmas Choir Carolling
Our choir did us proud by entertaining the diners at Brewers Fayre on Thursday this week and they were absolutely super even though they had to walk
in the rain! They have been working hard learning their Christmas repertoire
but also their songs for the Young Voices concert at the NEC arena in January,
which is one of the highlights of the year. My thanks to all of the children and
of course, to Mrs Clarke and Mrs Emery for the time they give to the children
to make all this possible.

We know that Christmas does not hold the same meaning for everybody, but whatever your faith or belief, I
pray that you will find rest and relaxation over the school holidays and you and your loved ones will keep safe.
I pray that 2020 will hold many blessings for all of us, but when the inevitable challenges come, I pray that we
will find the love and strength we need through our faith, families, friends and school and local community to
overcome.
Finally, I leave you with a prayer written around 150 years ago by Robert Louis Stevenson ( the author of
Treasure Island) which is still as beautiful and meaningful today as it ever was:

By Robert Louis Stevenson
O God, our loving Father, help us
Rightly to remember the birth of Jesus,
That we may share in the song of the
Angels, the gladness of the shepherds
And the worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate and open the
Door of love all over the world.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
That Christ brings, and teach us
To be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy
To be thy children and the Christmas
Evening bring us to our beds with
Grateful thoughts, forgiving, and
Forgiven, for Jesus' sake.
Amen.

Details of Christmas Services in the local area.
St Luke’s Church Wellington Street Hanley
Christmas Day Eucharist 10:00am
All Saints Church Leek Road Hanley
21st December at 5:30pm Rocking around the Christmas Tree Service. A good old Carol singalong!!!!
24th December at 11:30pm - The Midnight Mass for Christmas
Please wrap up warm for both services.
Details for all the local Christmas services can be found on the Hanley Team Ministry website: https://www.hanleyteamministry.org/

Online Safety Update

As there will be plenty of opportunities for digital activity over Christmas here are some useful
tips.
Parents/carers & school staff need to encourage the children to “THINK” before they post anything online as it is PERMANENT and could have a negative impact on them when getting older. It does not matter which app the children are using if it has access to the internet then data
and activity is collected about its use. It is important that children become “Good Digital Citizens” and behave the same online as they would offline.
Games to play as a family

It is important to take an active role in your child’s online life and playing games online with
them is a great way to do this whilst demonstrating to your child good gaming habits. Internet
Matters have compiled this list of games that you could play together based on your child’s age.
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-gaming-advice/amazing-video-games-guidefor-families/
*Copy and paste the internet address above
Sky Broadband Buddy
Do you use Sky Broadband? If so, this app allows you to manage each stream in your home.
The app allows you to create different filters i.e. PG, 13 or 18 so they don’t see something that
they should not. It allows you to set Time Limits, schedule Off Time as well as view what each
member has been doing online.
Further information available here:
https://www.sky.com/help/diagnostics/sky-broadband-buddy/
Highly recommended information on keeping your child safe online please visit the websites
below –
childnet.com
internetmatter.org
saferinternet.org.uk
nspcc.org.uk
thinkuknow.co.uk
safegaurdingchildren.co.uk

