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It’s been a busy first half term back in school but lots of positive progress made across the school as we work to-
wards our new vision and values as detailed below: 

Our Vision 

Jesus said: ‘I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.’ 

Promoting life-long learning 

Developing life-giving relationships 

Exploring life-enhancing faith 

Inspiring life-enriching aspiration 

Our Values 

Honesty, Courtesy, Kindness, Perseverance and Respect 

Life – long Learning 

Our focus this academic year is on planning our curriculum in a way that really supports children remembering what 
they’ve been taught long term; this has been built into our English and maths work for some time with Fast Learn-
ing and revisiting of previous skills at the start of each lesson, but our wider curriculum is also now beginning to 
follow that model so that staff routinely check back to, for instance, science concepts taught last week, month, term 
or year periodically, to activate that prior learning. Science research tells us that the struggle to remember supports 
learning in the long term which is so important for our children. The approach also develops our value of persever-
ance in a very practical way. Curriculum leads are mapping out their subjects across the school to support this 
learning process and it will be a big part of our INSET training day on November 4

th
. 

Life- giving Relationships 

Our ethos is rooted in Christian teaching and our values which are promoted across the school day but specifically 
taught through our assembly and worship times. This half term we have focussed on community and getting along, 
underpinned by relevant Bible teaching which offers life lessons to all irrespective of faith e.g. ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself’. Our new rules of Be Ready, Be Respectful, Be Safe are now clearly embedded across the school and 
pupils understand them and recognise when they have broken them. Does this mean all our children follow them 
every day and never fall out? No, of course not, as children come in ‘all shapes and sizes’ with different levels of 
maturity, need and backgrounds but with parents’ support, we continue to model and reinforce the highest expecta-
tions. With praise, reward and sanctions within our updated behaviour approach we strive to ensure that all our chil-
dren can be supported to flourish over time. 

Life –enhancing Faith  

We held our second R.E. Day on Friday 18th October where children spent the whole day focussing on different 
aspects of R.E from Big Questions about the nature of God, to looking at specific stories from different faiths and 
also using art to reflect on the uniqueness of each individual through self- portraits. There was a beautiful atmos-
phere around school as the children and staff really valued this dedicated time to explore a wealth of ideas. Our 
Religious Education programme has also been enhanced this term by exploring places of worship and worship 
leaders e.g. visit to City Central Mosque (Year 2), a visiting Jewish Rabbi to Year 3 and a visit by my own parish 
vicar during a whole school assembly. We are proud of the inclusive nature of our Religious Education, allowing 
children to explore and question for themselves whilst upholding the value of respect for those of a different view or 
faith position. 

Life –enriching Aspiration 

We continue to build into our curriculum opportunities to explore beyond the school boundaries and offer opportuni-
ties for our children to investigate the world around them. Visits this term include National Farm Adventure, Snow 
Dome, Tatton Park and our Year 6 Residential at Stanley Head Outdoor Education Centre which really does open 
children’s eyes to new challenges and experiences. We have brought in professional actors to work with the chil-
dren in drama workshops and have plans to once again utilise our links with Staffordshire University and the sci-
ence programmes they offer for our older children.  Of course our music programme offers all children the chance 
to listen to and enjoy professional musicians e.g. Keystrings and our choir and budding musicians and dancers visit 
theatres and stadiums to take part in major events such as Young Voices, Dance19 and the Recorder Festival. All 
of these opportunities help children see that great things can be achieved but the value of perseverance is always 
key to long term success. 



Harvest Donations and Charitable Giving 

As you may have seen on our Facebook page, we had a lovely harvest service looking at charitable giving and 
how that doesn’t always mean through money or gifts, but can be simply giving your time to help someone who 
needs help. However, gifts and fund raising are still vital so we once again supported the Foodbank, and right 
now your very generous donations will be making a difference to local families in real crisis. Thank you. 

We also raised £170.93 on our mental Health Awareness Day and spent quality time in school reflecting on 
the importance of keeping not only our bodies but also our minds healthy. Our non- uniform day on Friday is 
to raise money for the homeless through Brighter Futures so we hope you feel able to support this too as we 
again focus on meeting local needs. The final figure for our Macmillan Coffee Morning rose to £214.98 so 
overall our school community has certainly displayed our value or kindness and we will continue to ensure this 
is an integral part of our school life  and curriculum.  

Dates for your Diary 

   School open for pupils   Tuesday 5
th
 Nov  

   ‘Act it Out’ theatre group with Yr 4 Wednesday 6
th
 Nov 

   ‘Act it Out’ Theatre group with Yr 5 Wednesday 13
th
 Nov 

   Keystrings      Thursday 14
th
 Nov 

   Children in Need Day   Friday 15th November 

   School Christmas Fair   Friday 6
th
 Dec from 3.30pm in the hall 

So finally, I wish all our families’ a happy half term and close with a prayer you may wish to pray too: 
 

Dear Father God, 
 

As we approach the half term holiday, we ask you to keep all our children and families safe. We ask you to draw 
close to those for whom the holiday might be a difficult time and ask you to give them the wisdom and strength 
they need right now. Finally, we ask you to bless and protect our school and our whole community. 
 

In Jesus’ name 
  
Amen 

INSET DAY REMINDER 

Please note that the children do not return to school until Tuesday 5th November as the school has a staff 
training day on Monday 4th.  

Danger on social media apps Tic Toc etc 
 

There have been a number of occasions this week where I’ve had to deal with upset because children are accessing social 
media sites such as Tic Toc at home and using them inappropriately.  It is difficult to keep up to date with what ‘the latest 
thing is’ with technology but this site enables children to film themselves ‘lip syncing’ to songs and many of them have highly 
inappropriate lyrics . Children are freely videoing themselves in their bedrooms and total strangers are able to ‘like’ the vid-
eo. This comes with many obvious risks to the children as their imagine is clearly no longer their own and there is a possibil-
ity that they could be located or identified via items in the background. Of course, there is also the total inappropriateness of 
the content of some of the songs and I would urge all parents to be extremely vigilant and check to make 
sure your child is not accessing material that poses a risk to themselves or others. 
If you check out this website there is a lot of information for parents to support you in keeping your chil-
dren safe online: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/         

 
 
 
 
On Friday 15th we will be supporting Children in Need and we’d like to take part in the live 

streaming of the ‘Joe Wicks Big Morning Move’ in classes which is part of the appeal this year. For this rea-
son we’d ask children to come in trainers and sports/ leisure wear so they can take part easily. Of course, 
any suitable Children in Need merchandise can also be worn to add to the fun of the day. We’d ask for a do-
nation of £1 please. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

