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/—/an,LQH St. Luke's promotes Language and En,gLLsh as the
u,ndp,rp,mnmg fouruiatton of devetopment fOT children, Qrw,bl'mg
them to-access all aspects of the curriculum.

We deliver q/uali,ty to,a.c/ung of readi,ng, wnttng and
communication skills encouroging the children to enjoy and

achieve success.

Teachi,ng, Lo,a.mi,ng activities and resources ro,ﬂect the dLVQr‘SLtH
of our local community and all parents are welcomed and
SLLIO,P,OTtQ,d,.

E xpectations of children are consLsth,tLH high and by the end of
year six we aim forall of our children to- have a gomi
und@rstandmg of the purposes of writing, and readLng and,
enjoy using them to- communicate in the real world. Thzy will
be confident and competent slo,ea/cer‘s and listeners.

Children at /—/anley St Luke's are entitled to a creative and
empowering curriculum that devv,[ops them as learners and

prepares them for the future. Children are encouraged to-aspire
to- achieve the hest that t/wH can.
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Communication

The four /CQH areas to slo,ea/cmg and, LLsth,Ln,g are

. Group discussion and interoction

Drama

Talk for writing

Communication is incorporated into whole school life. Children are given
opportunities to- listen to-and reslo,ond to formal and informal sty les of
talk, both inside and outside of the classroom. Children are a,ctLvo,LH
involved slo,o,a/cmg for different purposes in presentations, assemhblies, and
topic and group discussions.  In Foundation Stage and Key Stago, I each
classroom has a role Ia[ay area/ ro,ad,mg/ 5Iozo,/cmg and, LLsto,rLLrLg area in
which can Q,xlatom and d,QVQLop Communication Skills. Drama activities
and conventions are utilised in Engttsh topics and other areas of the
cwrriculum across the school. At Haniey St. Luke's we encouruge children
to-ask questions and enjoy conversations with peers, teachers and other
adults. ICT eguipment is used to-excite, motivate and assess 5Io,ea/ctng
and LLsto,rLLng activities. When children are WoT/ang on a set text talk for
wnth,g’ strategies are empéoyed, where appropriate to hztp immerse the
children in the text, hzlptng them to prLom vvta,bulary, structure and
Ialot.

Reading and Writing
Through reading and writing children will lean about the fotlowing key
areas:

o Phonics

« Word recognition: decoding (reading) and encoding (writing)

e Word structure and spelling

o UndzrstandLng and Lnterpreti,ng texts
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. Creatmg texts
e Text structure and organisation
e Sentence structure and punctuation

e Presentation
Phonics

Phonics is the key to-all reading. Since March 2013, Key Stago, I and
lower Key Stage 2 have implemented the Read Write inc” program of study
forall children ro,o,d,mg at L2A or below~ Foundation stage me&mntzd
this in SQ,Iato,mb,Qr 2013. Children are mgaruso,d, into- smaller groups for
these sessions based on their readtng abLLLtH within their /cey stage. This
session stand.s selaa,rately from the creative curriculum but opportunities

are taken to Lmlalzmznt this lzam'm,g in toch SeSSion.s.

These sessions incorporate the teachmg and, LeaerLg of all the /cey areas
of Eng[tsh, however, additional teach'mg rzgardmg the features and uses
of text types and genres take lo,[aco, through topic work and extended
WntLrLg sessions.

Children WUTkLrLg at Level 3 or ahove for reo,dmg will work in whole class
groups on the relevant Eng[tsh objecttvzs for their spechLc abLLLtH, ensuring
chattenge and high expectations as appropriate.

Throughout Key stage 2, those not using RWI for reading follow the RWI
Slo,ellmg Programmp, scheme and have a WQ,Q,/CIH En,gltsh session where the
/cey focus is ro,o,d,mg. This may take Ialace in the form of shared rea,dmg,
IaaercL rzadtng, individual rzacLLng oras a stand alone 9uLd@d rzad'mg

SesSiom.
Shared. reading

In shared rzad'mg the teacher models govd rea,dmg proctice, d,emonstratmg
/&H elements at each Key Sta,ge. A variety of texts are shared that
immerse children in story patterns and text features.
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Paired Rea.d.Lng

Durmg IaaLer ro,adtng children read coﬂab,m*attvety with a peer or buddy.
This may be similar or mixed ab,L[LtH pairings a,ccordmg to- the needs of
the children and the ob:/'ecttvv,s of the lesson.

Story Time

Stmy time takes IaLace, in various formats, on a mgu[ar basis thmughwt
the school. This enabkles children to develop their imagination and
LLsterLLrLg skills.  In addition to this, a group of TAs are curmn,tly IaLcmrLLrLg
to- run a school story club which will take place on a WQQ,/C[,H basis where
children can creatva,LH Q,xlolom their th(m.ghts and ideas thrwgh a voriety

qf activities.

Guided Rea.d.i,ng

At /—/anlzy St Luke's, gu,Lded readmg is mtegmted within the new- National
Curriculum for Eng[tsh. It takes Ia[aco, within the allocated Engush lesson
time and is part of the Engttsh p[arm'mg, this takes place at least once a
week. This can take the form of round rotins or all children rza,dmg
different hooks at the same time or children all rea,dmg the same text at
their own pace at the same time or a combination of all three methods.
This can be Ln,dva;dua,LLH, in small groups oras a whole class. There is
no set way to deliver Guided Readmg as it is tailored sp,o,chbcaLLH to- the
needs of the children. Teachers p[an for guLd@d rQa,dLn,g on the Eng[tsh
wm/c[y Ia[armtng format where differentiation is shown, ch'w,ﬂy through
the use of caro,futtg Iolarmzd questioning to dzvvlop /u'ghzr order terL/ang
skills. There is no need to fo*rmaLLH record, evidence from these sessions as
this takes Ialace th,rough the individual rzad'mg hooks however staff may
wish to- make jottings ot notes to- inform future IaLarLrLLn,g and teachtng. It
is recommended that a Guided Ro,o,d,‘mg focus Eng[Lsh lesson takes Io,Lace
once a week. (See appendices for additional guidance. )
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In FS, KQ,H Stage I and Lower KS2 9u£d2d rea,dmg takes IaLa,ce through the
Read Write inc” L d,ay program for those ro,a,d'm,g at an emerging level or
below~ For those Woﬁc'mg at expected levels or progressing to*exco,o,dmg
levels, guided reading will take place as above, during the allocated
En,g[Lsh SeSSION.S.

In U,alo,zr" KQ,H Sta,go, 2, Children readmg at an emerging level and below-
take part in the Fresh Start Program (RWI). Those ro,a,dtng at Q,xlo,ected
levels or progressing to exc&dmg levels, guLdzd rea,dmg will take place as
above, during the allocated Engttsh SeSSIOn.S.

Individual re,a,d,mg

All children read to-a teacher or to,ach'mg assistant, LndLviduaLLH and at
their own pace, as part of the daily EngLLsh lessons or Read Write
inc/Fresh Start. In addition, they may be asked to- read theur individual
readmg bhook, on a one-to-one basis, with a teacher, to,a,chmg assistant or
trained hz[lo,er. This is Iozrsona[tsed to- the slo,zc'gctc needs of each child. In
Receptm and Key Stage I it is the expectation that this takes ptace once a
week. Children in KQH Sta,ge 2 also proctice readmg a book of their choice

in class.

[f a child is WUT'/CLng on ‘Pu,IaLL Po,sspoﬁ', in which rea,d,mg is thhLLghbzd,
as a slo,echLc target, t/wy will receive opportunities to- learn to read and to
proctice rea,dtng more frzq/uzntly.

We encourage children to use the Iahthc skills taught in class when
rzacLLn,g, therefore emerging or- below colour band bhooks will he QrLtLrQLH
phonettcatly decodable.

Rdeg at home

Individual rw,d'mg hooks are Iamvidzd for children toenjoy practising
read'mg at home with fa,mLLH memhbers. Where Iao*ssLb,lz, each child is
given the opportunity to chouse their own book from the appropriate level.
The child will on[y be moved onto the next level when the child is rzo,d,m,g
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and cmnprehznd,mg hooks at the current level. This will cmLH he decided
by the class teacher or class TA.

Children in KST will he Q,n,couruged to- read, their school read,mg hook in
order to comp&to, and fuLLH understand the text and he rewarded with a
star. These stars will he collected on individual rea,dm,g ladders /ce,at b&/

the teacher/TA, once five stars have heen 90,Lrw,d, children will move up on
the hehaviour chart as a reward.

Children are en,couruged to- read other text types at home such as stories,
poems, signs and suitable newspaper or magazine articles. The more
children proctice ro,adLng and taUang ahout texts at home the more
accompLLshed thzy will become in hoth their ro,a,dLrLg and writing skills.
Children rza,dmg at emerging levels will have specific Iahonzttca[[y
decodable bovks. Children ro,adl;ng at a conststo,nt[y thh level are
en,couraged to- alternate between rea,dtn,g the chaLLerLg ing colour banded
hooks and other non-handed texts of their choice. Teachers monitor that
these hooks are alo,lo,roprtately chaLLQngLng, cover a variety of sty les and
include nger texts for sustained read'mg.

Trauung‘ '

TraLrLLrLg for the /w[lozrs will include WoT/ang atongstde a teacher or
tea,chmg assistant and undzr:sto,ndmg the /oo,y focuses and obj'ecttvzs for
rea,d,'mg. Hellozr:s will also learn how tO‘o,ru:ouruge understandmg of the
text thrvugh hoth open and. closed questioning.

L‘Lbrary
The LLb,rary isa sthuLa,thg and vibrant environment. Children have the

opportunity touse the LLbrary, in order to- choose a hook to take home and
share. Thzy are encauraged to interact with dLsIaLaHS and record hook

reviews. [he LLb,rary is also wsed for Read Write inc sessions.

Hmd,\/\ﬂitmg
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Children in Foundation Stage are given a wide range of opportunities to-
d,QVQ[op their fine motor skills using various mark m.a,/cmg materials, such
as pencils, paint, sand and foom. T/w,y are anouraged to form letters,
and are expected to- show some consistency in writing recogmsa,b,bz
graphzmes. Children are sulaported in d,evv,[optn,g a 9ovd Io,QrLCL[ grip and,
using it foecttvzly.

All members of staff, on a mgu[af basis, model individual letters to the
children. Th@y introduce the Read, Write, Inc stHLo, of pre-cursive
handmtmg- using lead outs.

In KQ,H Stago, I, children who are at level 3 will he encauraged to- write
CLLFSLVQ[,H. This will include /cey skills, topic lessons and du,ring Read,,
Write, Inc sessions. In Year 2, du,rmg Summer Term 2, all children will he

introduced to cursive hﬂ,miwntmg proctise in preparation for KQ,H Sta.go, 2.

In KQ,H Stage 2 children consolidate skills in using cursive script and,
should use a clear stylz with consistent and accurate wse of upper and,
lower case letters. Han,dwntmg is modelled and practhed as part of /cey

skills sessions and across the curriculum.

Correct pre-cursive letter formation is taken from the RWI programme.
Teachers model a cursive ha,ndeitmg stylz a,cccmii,ng to the level each

year gmla o,slo,Lro,s to- achieve.

Handmitmg for Windows is installed on all PCs and can he accessed
through ActLvPer,o,ry to- model cursive and pre-cursive letter formation.

Extended WrLthg

In KQ,H Stage I, Children take part in the Read Write Inc. program and write
as part of this. Other writing will take IaLo,ce through topic work and
additional ErLgLLsh lessons as appropriate. The thhzr' achievers who are
no longer on the Read Write Inc. programme, will complete an extended
writing task once a week that is marked in accordance with the m,a,rkmg
policy. Throug/umt the year the children will cover a variety of non-
fiction and creative stytes of writing. The task set each week is
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scaffotded to-the children’s needs and b,u,LLdLn,g upon the genre or text type
that has heen studied thrvugfwu,t the week. Teachers may give children
pictures or other starting points to- g[uz into their book as a reminder.

In Key Stage 2, extended writing takes place once a week (alongside ‘Read
Write inc’ ) and is marked giving positive comments and areas for
improvement in accordance with the maric'mg IaoiLcH. Thrvughout the year
the children will cover a variety of non-fiction and creative sty les of
writing. The task set each week is scaffolded to- the children’s needs and
linked with the current topic, buLLdLng upon the genre or text type that has
been studied in other lessons. Teachers can give children pictures or other
starting points, anLudLng success criteria to- gluz into their book as a
reminder or checklist to encournge Lndz,ozndznce.

Children are mcourago,d, to look at their own and other children’s work to-
see how~ they have done in comparison to other tasks and in relation to
the success criteria, to- see what t/w,H can improve on next time. Teachers
may ask the children to thhLLght, give positive comments and constructive
criticisms ahout each others work, in relation to a slochch success criteria.

This may take the form of next steps or two- stars and a wish.

Extended Wrtt'mg is done in HQ,U,O'W‘ Al Eng[tsh books. In Year -6, on the
inside front coveris a p[asttc wallet containing the markmg criteria for the
sub-level that the child is wvﬁctng towards as well as that of the sub-
level thzy are WoT/cmg at. These criteria are also avuilable, to parents
when re(;utred, so that the children and parents can see their progression
and targets. It is also important that the children can look bhack at similar
types of work for ideas and previous teacher comments.

SPaGG Spellmg Punctuation and Grommar

SPaG is taught dLscrzetLy thrzmgh all subj'ects, staff model correct use of
and the importance of SPaG across all areas of the curriculum.

In KQH Stage, I, SPaG is to he delivered aLongsLdQ the RWI Rrogramme where
SP,Q,[,LLrLg and ha,nd,wntmg proctice will be delivered daLLH. Grammar and
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punctuation will be taugh,t thrcrugh additional En,gltsh sessions and for the
htghzr achievers this will d,evrzlop into one lesson per week, in addition to
the RWI SlaeLLLrLg Programm.

In Key Stage 2, SPaG will be targeted through the RWI Spelling Programme,
Freshstart, SODA activities, En,gltsh lessons and En,gLLsh WM -ups.
Slo,ellmg Lags and proctice books will he used in each year group for
slozumg corrections b,y Iaulads and Zero Tolerance’ words must he
displayed for children to-ensure progress of slo,QLLLrLg. (See EngLLsh
Planning f older).

All staff must seek to-use the correct term,mniogy across the curriculum
and encouruge the children to- do the same.

Wn',tmg across the Curriculum

Opportun,tt'w,s for writing across the curriculum are pmvidzd thrvugh cross
curricular En,gush work, visits and speakers. This is marked onty on the
given obj'ecttves whether th,ey are Eng[tsh, based, topic based or hoth.
Teachers may set Extended Wrttmg tasks that are based on other su,b:/'o,ct
areas. leachers always have /ugh expectations of the children and
standards ec;ua[ to- those achieved in Extended Writtng are routine.

Cre,a,tl;vi,ty

Crea,tLvtty is facilitated and encwraged b,y all staff. Children are given
opportunities tO'expLom ideas, with an open mind., through questioning
and chadengmg. Theg are assisted in ma/ctng connections and an,dLrLg
re[a,tLonshLIas between topics and ideas. In addition t/w,y are also taught
how- to reflect crLtha,LLH on their own ideas, actions and work as well as
that of others.

ICT
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ICT is used on a daLLy basis as part of exposition and Lndepzndznt tasks.
Classroom hased eguipment includes computers, Lalatops, inferactive white
bourd and projector; visualisers, cameras and CD players. The ICT suite
is also used for whote class work and cameras and video recorders are

also available to supla&mnt and. review- Leammg.
Self /Peer Assessment

Children self assess and peer assess their work against the Lea,m'm,g
ch,altenge, success criteria and self initiated cha[[enges. A variety of
response strategies are used to feed back to the teacher or assessment

partner including written and verbal forms. (See Marking Policy ).
Assessment

In Foundation Sta,ge, assessment is ongoing through, ohservation and
mar/chLg ro,Lathg to the EYFS document. Children bp,g‘m, to- self and peer
assess thmugh the use of talk partners.

In KQ,H Stago, I and Key Stage 2, all children are assessed on a mgular
basis through q/uzsttonmg, ohservation and m,o,rfcmg (see marfcmg fwﬂcy ).
Half Termly, writing (s marked in accordance with the mar/cmg p,oﬂcg
using extended WTi,tLrLg criteric.  The next step ta,r:go,ts reﬂect specific
cha[lznges and, focuses. At the end of each term, in Y2-Y6, a more forrrw,[

assessment occurs. [t is hased on past SATs papers for that year group
and is marked using the SATs m,cu‘chng criteria. In Y1 another assessment is
given as per the hatf term a.ssessment.

Readmg assessment will be conducted from 71-6 thmugh a formal
standardised ro,a,dLng age assessment at the /w,éf term intervals.

Homework

Homework in foundation Sta,ge and Year | takes the form of stmpte
activities and discussions to take IaLo,co, within the famdy to- consolidate
Lea,mmg that has happemd in school (see a,a,o,enches for fu[[ rationale) .
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From Year 2 upwards, homework is set at the start of each topic. The
children have the ﬂQbeLLLty to- select one of the given tasks each week.
They also-have the opportunity to-invent a task of their own. Homework
supports in school learning and may be written, oral o activity based.
77&&1 may also be given a short set of sloz[LLngs to- learn for the foi[vwing

week.

All children are Qx,ozcted, to- read at home on a regu[ar‘ bhasis as part of
their homework. 77&5 may also he given a short set of slaQLLLngs to learn
for the foiLorwmg week.

Wm‘lcslwp,s

Workshops for the improvement of En,gLLsh are frequently run in schoot
both cLu,rmg school hours and after schoot. Th@y are delivered by a host
of pructitioners, antudtng teachers and Engltsh coordinators, and are open
to-all parents and/or children. E. g Read Write Inc Parents /\/\o,etmgs.

Provision for SEN, EAL and other vulnerable groups

Children that require additional suppott in accessing the curmiculum or
reachmg their /o,atentwl are catered for within the classroom environment.
When work is Iolarmzd their specific needs are taken into consideration and
there is clear differentiation to-enable them to-achieve the best that they
can. /V\a,n,y strategies are put in chLCQ to- support their l:_n,gush
d,evv,[opmnt. Thzy are set achievable individual targets on their 'PuIaLL
Pa,sslo,arf and, their progresses against these are care,fu,dy monitored, b,y all

staff WUT/CLﬂg with those children. Some children will bhenefit from
receiving the one-to-one version of the Read Write inc program.

Di,sptays

Wall d,leo,Lags are inteructive, appropriate and regulariy u,p,da,ted. The
Leam'mg Obj'ectLVQS are d,leaLayed with children’s work. All classrooms
display an a[laha.b,et line in upper and lower case. KQH votabulary
Lndud,'mg topic words, thh frequency words, days and months are
cLeariH dleo,LaHed. Materials and resources are labelled in a woy that is
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suitable for hoth adults and children. In foundation Stage, KQH Stage !
classrooms and relevont teach'mg areas, Read Write Inc resources are
dLspLayed.

In KQH Stage 2 there are defined lza,mmg areas for writing, ro,admg,
communication, ICT and creativity.

Subje,ct Leaders

S ubj‘ect leaders work as a team with representatives from foundation
Stage, Key Stage I and Key Sta,ge 2. /\/\eetmgs take place reqularly,
between the ErLgLLsh Team and Senior Lead,ershtp Team, to- review- and
uladate action Ialans and fwﬂci,es. The outcomes of which are fed back to
staff and the governors are consulted thrvugh meetings with the

desi.gnated En,glLsh Link Governor-

APPENDIX
Guided, Re,a,dLn,g /Rea,d,mg activities
Qu,e,sti.mmmg

QuzstLonLrLg should Iam'b,e children's understandmg of a text, all the time
addrzssmg thhzf' level ro,adLng skills. Bloom's taxonomy (s used as a

sta,rttng point for using a mix of open and. closed questions. We need to
P.E.E when we ro,o,d,/eP—fLrLd, or make a Point, E—fmd the evidencefrom the

text, E-ExIaLaLn wﬁy .

E.G. find a Iaowzrfu[ sentence, Why is it Io,(rwv,rful, what makes it
effective?

We need to encourage children to Tell Me when thzy read..
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E.G. Tell me about a character/ Ia[ace/ plece of information. Tell me how
you know/Where are the clues? Find the evidence in the text.

Children also need to Iaro,cht.

E.G. What will haplaen next? What gave you the idea?/ How will this
end? What clues suggest this?/ How- do you think that character will
react? W/LH?

/ndzpzn,dznt activities
S uggestions and guidcmco, for Lndzpend,ent tasks and activities are

available from the EngLLsh team, in the ErLgLLsh p,LarLrLLrLg folder on Glotal
or in the SIP gutdance.

Plannu\g
Use the current wee/dy ErLgLLSh p[arm'mg format pro-vv;ded.

This will include all structured elements of the ErLgLLsh lesson, Ln,cludmg
differentiation of tasks and questioning.

If the lesson is taken from one of the set gu,LcLo,d, rea,dtn,g schemes Ialease
just indicate where the IaLa,rL can he found and any additions or

alterations.

Sta,ﬁ need. to-ensure that it is cLQo,riH indicated in the ‘Main o,ctva;ty' hox
which lesson has the readmg focus.
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e . . . R Yen
<o~ . Children enjoy and achieve="<

e 8e e <]C]

+ Open ended and self differentiating - Children have
the freedom to take each task as far as they like and
develop different areas of skill. Some children will
spend a whole week on a project and others will spend
20 minutes producing a simple piece.

+ Appeals to all learning styles - children can choose
the tasks they prefer and even invent their own tasks
that include writing, drawing, photographs, model
gmk‘ipg, ICT etc. You may be surprised what you get

ack!

* Children are Takin? more responsibility for their own
learning and the element of choice makes them feel
more grown up and mature.

+ Children discuss their homework with classmates and
even work together with their friends. When one
child shares an interesting idea the others tend to
take the idea and build on'it.

<.~ . Children enjoy and achieve="< -

+ Because the tasks are linked to class work, children
can chose to do a task based on work they have
already done, giving them more confidence.
Alternatively they can chose to research something
not yet studied and become the expert in class.

+ Children can look ahead at the tasks and organise
their time and resources effectively.

+ Children enjoy receiving praise for their homework.
As well as team points, stickers, and moving up the
chart, work is often suitable to send for work of the
week or even Writer or Mathematician of the week.

+ It could even be a consideration for prize evening
(neatness, effort).

+ Homework is not marked in depth due to the child
centred nature of the tasks and the varied amount of

- 14 -



Hanley St. Luke’s Primary School English policy 18/09/14

A positive response from parents - It's not a
battle to get them to do their homework!

- They enjoy discussing the work with their
children and helping them with ideas.

- Parents are less likely to forget to sign the
homework because the children are putting it
under their nose for praise.

« Parents have a clearer idea of what is being
taught in class.

- Expectations are explained clearly.
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